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14th July, 1926, which was read by the Clerk
of the Council, as follows:—

PROCLAMATION
WEETERN AUBTRALIA, ]‘Bg His Exceilency Colone! Blr

T0 WIT. llam Robert Campion K.n.lgh&
Colnmander of the Mpat Dis-

Camrion, hed Order of 8t. Alichael
Governor . nn 8t. G ¢, D.8.0., Gavernar
in and over the State of Western

[v.8.] Australla and ita Dependencles

in I:.ho Commonwealth of Aus-

WHEREAS under the provisions of **The
Constitution Act, 1389,’’ it is made lawful
for the Governor of Western Australia to fix
the time and place’ for the holding of the first
and every other session of the Legislative
Council and Legislative Assembly: Now
therefore I, the said Governor, in exercise of
the said power so vested in me, and of all
other powers enabling me in this behalf, do
by this my Proclamation announce and pro-
claim that the Third Session of the Twelfth
Parliament of Western Australia shall be
holden for the despateh of business on Thurs-
day, the 20th day of July, 1926, at the hour
of 3 o’clock in the afternoon, at the House of
Parliament in the City of Perth; and Members
of the Legislative Council and Members of the
Legislative Assembly are hereby required to
give their attendance at the said time and
place accordingly.

Given under my hand and the Public Seal
of the said State, at Perth, this 14th
day of July, 1926,

By His Excellency’s Command,

P, COLLTER,
Premier.

GOD SAVE THE KING!!!

Parliament was opened by means -of that
proclamation. [ say it without disrespect
to His Excellency, buf he had no right te
say that he declared the Parliamentary ses-
sion open.- I do not know who put into his
mouth the words of which I complain. I
have been in the House for a great many
gears and certainly this is an innovation.
On the 26th July, 1923, in opening the ses-
sion the Governor said: “I now leave you to
your labours trusting that by the aid of
divine Providence” and so on. He says
nothing about declaring the session open
there. I say the Proclamation opens Parlia-
ment, and that it would not matter if the
Governor did not come along fill the next
day. His mission here is to tell us the in-
tentions of the Government for the ensuing
session. He does not come here to open
Parliament., Parliament is opened by the
Proclamation. Therefore it was quite wrong
to prevent us the other day from swearing
in our new members before Parliament act-
aally sat. T thank you all for the kind hear-
ing you have given me, and I hope our de-
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liberations this year will be characterised
by the same suecess as has marked them in
the past. I have pleasure in supporting
the motion.

On motion by Hon. C. F. Baxter, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 8.32 p.m,

Legislative Hesembly,
Wednesday, 18th August, 1926,
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—POLICE, ASSAULT CASES.

Mr. MILLINGTON asked the Minister
for Justice: 1, Has his attention been called
to the recent assault on a little girl at West
Leederville? 2, In view of the prevalence of
such offences will he instruect the police to
show greater vigilance for the prevention
and detection of suck offences, and to pro-
ceed against offenders of this kind, who are
caught, to the utmost limit the law allows?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE replied:
1, Yes. 2, Every endeavour is made to pre-
vent such offences and the utmost vigilance
possible is exercised, but extreme diffieulty
is experienced in seeuring sufficient evidence
to justify the arrest of offenders, owing to
the children offended against being of tender
age and unable to give a description of or
identify the criminal., Additional patrol will
he provided. Wherever sufficient evidence is
available the police prosecute with the ut-
most rigour of the law.
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QUESTION—FREMANTLE RAIL-
WAY BRIDGE.

Mr., SLEEMAXN asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, Is he aware that only one shift
is being worked on the Fremantle railway
bridge? 2, Is there any reason why three
shifts cannot be worked? 3, If not, will he
see that three shifts are immediatey put on
s0 as to ensure railway communication with
Fremantle as soon as possible?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, Yes. 2, Yes, there have been only
sufficient piles on hand to oceupy one shift;
owing to the boggy condition of the bush
tracks supply of balance of piles ordered
has been delayed. 3, As soon as the neces-
sary material arrives at North Fremantle an
additional shift will be put on, However,
arrangements have now been made to work
from daylight to dark on Mondays to Fri-
days inelusive, and a full shift on Saturdays
and Sundays. It is undesirable and danger-
ous to carry out pile driving at night time
under the conditions at present existing at
I'remantle bridge. When conditions improve-
and the working of three shifts is practicable
this will immediately be done.

QUESTION—INSPECTION OF SCAF-
FOLDING ACT, PROSECUTIONS.

Hon. G. TAYLOR asked the Minister for
Works: 1, How many proseculions have
been instituted in connection with the In-
spection of Secaffolding Aet during the
period Jupe, 1925-June, 19262 2, Against
whom has action been taken? 3, What is
the total amount of fines inflicted? 4, Was
action faken in each case ow the recommenda-
tion of the Chief Inspector of Factories?
5, If not, on whose recommendation?

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS replied:
1, Eighteen; four were finalised in July, 1926.
2, W. Todd, H, Bently, A. Banks, A.
Hill, N. Miller, G. Schofield, Thomas & Har-
rison, Wunderlich Ltd., Wood & Son, T.
Hall, H. E. Moore. R. Bunning, G. N. Ellis,
T. Clare & Co., Wew & Adams (2), S. J.
Dibden, W. Stokes. 3, £8. 4, No. 5, Im
each case on the recommendation of the in-
spector who made the inspection of the
seaffolding.

QUESTION—WOOROLOO SANA-
TORIUM.
“Mr. LATHAM (for Mr. Sampson) asked
the Honorary Minister (Hon. J. Cunning-
ham): 1, Are the Government aware that
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the motor conveyance used by patients be-
tween the Sanatorium and the Wooroloo
railway station is nerve racking and quite
unsuitable, and that patients generally eom-
plain about it? 2, Is it intended to provide
a more suitable type of conveyance? 3, In
view of the complaints made regarding un-
pleasantness and annoyance caused by horses
wandering about the Wooreloo Sanatorium
grounds, keeping patients awake, and tramp-
ing aover the gardens of patients, has it been
deeided to ercet necessary fencing and there-
by stop this annoyance. If so, when will this
be done?

The HONORARY MINISTER (Hon. J.
Cunningham) yeplied: 1, Ne, It is a2 Ford
ton truck which has had 24 years' service,
and is used for both passengers and goods.
2, A contract transport arrangement has
been suggested and this is now being gone
into. 3, Complaints were made some two
years ago, but these bave not been reiterated
recently, TFinancial stringeney has caused
the matter to be deferred. 4, It will now he
reconsidered.

QUESTION—NORTH-WEST AND THE
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT'S PRO-
POSALS,

Mr. LAMOXD (without notice) asked the
Premier: Ts it the intention of the Govern-
ment to set apart a sitting of the House for
the purpose of enabling members to discuss
the proposals of the Federal Government
respecting the future eontrol of the North
and the North-West portion of the State?

The PREMIER replied: As members will
have noticed, the proposal reached me only
during the last day or so. An opportunity
will be provided for members to discuss the
whole question.

QUESTION—LICENSING BENCH,
APPOINTMENT.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL (without
notice) asked the Premier: Has Mr. A. B,
MeClintoek been appointed a member of the
Iicensing Bench and what are the terms and
salary of the position?

The PREMIER replied: Mr. McClintock
has been appointed for three years, the
usual term, at a salary of £730 a year, the
same as that received by other members of
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the Licensing Beneb, apart from the chair-
man, who receives £900 & year. The whole
bench las been appointed for three years.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY,
Eighth Day.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

MR. LAMOND (Pilbara) [4.40]: I do
not intend to detain the House at any length.
Tt is not my custom te make long speeches.
There is no grest virtue in making a long
speech, Far too much of the time of the
House is taken up in listening to long and
very often tiring addresses. Perhaps it
would be a good idea if the Standing Orders
were amended to probibit the reading of
long and liresome articles from the news-
papers. If these articles are important [
take it that every member has read them in
his own lhome, and it is, thercfore, only
tiring to them to have them repeated.

Hon. G. Taylor: 1 am afraid you would
do away with the Governor's Specch on those
lines.

My, Marshall: That would be a terrible
injury to the State.

Mr, Latham: If it was like the last one
you would be right.

My, LAMOND: I congratulate the Gov-
ernment upon the sympathetic mapner in
which they have received requests at various
times from my constituents, and the way
in which they have dealt with them. Al-
though thev have not acceded to all the re-
quests, most of them and those that are
chiefly vital to the people of the districk
have received their sympathetic considera-
tion. T say that even at the risk of ineur-
ring the displeasure of the member for West
Perth (Mr. Davy). T wish partieularly to
thank the Minister for Works. We very
much appreciated his visit of inspection to
the North-West. We realise that, to the
many important problems that will come
before him, he will bring the knowledze he
has acquired of the North, and wiil be better
fitted to give his decision. 1 congratulate
him further upon his selection of members
of the Main Roads Board. We in the North
are partienlarly pleased at the appoint-
ment of Mr. Tindale. That gentleman was
for many years engineer for the North-West.
He has an extensive knowledge of the condi-
tions prevailing there, and we feel sure we
shall be treated fairly and sympathetically
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when the time comes to allocate the Federal
road grant. 1 am pleased to have the Pre-
mier’s assurance that a day will be sef aside
for a discussion upon the Federal proposals
regarding the eonirol of the North. Tms
is a very important matter, and ooe that
shonld receive the matured consideration of
every member before the House decides
whether to approve or otherwise of the pro-
posals.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: The Premier
will have to spend a few weeks in getting
all the information.

Mr. LAMOND: In view of this, my re-
marks wili be reserved until the time comes
for the debate, T believe that the develop-
ment of the North-West is quite within reach
of the State Government. It is nof such an
extraordinarily difficult problem as people
would have us believe. Those who argue
that the development of the North-West is
beyond the powers of the State Government,
usually have very little knowledge of that
part of the State. If the development of
the North-West is such a difficult problem,
how is it that that part of the State has ad-
vanced fo its present stage of development
withont any speeial Government assistanee?
Most of the successful men in the North-
West, and partieularly the pastoralists, are
gelf-made men who landed here with the
proverbial half-erown in their pockets,

The Premier: Yes, but years ago the catlle
were not branded! .

Mr. LAMOND: What the North-West bas
really suffered from is the fact that the
wealth won in those parts has been spent in
the development of other paris of the
State; much of it, as one hon. member inter-
jected, has gone to the Eastern States, and
much to the Old Country. A fair propor-
tion of the wealth won in the North-West
and also in the goldiiclds areas has gone in
the development of the southern portion of
Western Australia, and more of it in the
development of Perth.

Hon. G. Taylor: That applies to all out-
lying parts of the State.

AMr. LAMOND: That is so. Some of the
valuable corner blocks in the city are owned
by North-West pastoralists, who came here
without money in years gone by. Those
men, without any particular Government
assistance, were able to develop their hold-
ings. If hon. memhers look around Ned-
lands and Mt. Lawley they will see some
heautiful homes built and occupied by
holders of pastoral leases in the North-\West.
We are told that those pastoralists who con-
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impossible to develop their holdings without
the expenditure of millions of pounds. On
the other hand, in Monday's “West Aus-
tralian” there appeared an interview with a
North-West squatter who siated that his
average clip this vear would work out at
about 8 Ibs. per sheep. That will compare
favourably with results in any ofher part
of Australia.

Hon. G. Taylor: It took at least two to
average that 40 years ago in the Fast.

AMr. LAMOXNT: Quite so. Hon. members
should appreciate how quickly the North-
West recovers from the effects of a dronght.
Less than two years ago at the end of the
last. drought, most of the stations lad lost
50 per cent. of their sfock. Yet to-dav their
herds are back to normal. Oune thing that
has kept the North back is the fact that past
Governments have always differentiated be-
lween the charges iwmposed tor services in
the North compared with imposts in the
South. In my opinion an increase in the
:xemptions allowed on income tax derived
from personal exertion would induce people
‘o go North.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: But you have
seen telling us how rich thev are there.

Mr. Lamond: Tf that were done, it would
e a set-off to the high cost of living in the
North compared with the experience of
‘hose residing in the South. We are told
hat we cannot differentiate hetween the
lifferent parts of the State, and that the law
nust apply equally to the South and to the
North.

Mr. Marshall: Tt is just as logical to argue
hat the law applies equally to the rich and
‘o the poor.

Mr. LAMOND: T desire to make a few
uggestions to the Government that T be-
jeve will assist in the development of the
North-West without pressing heavily upon
he Treasury. T cannot eonceive whence the
nformation was gained, or how the con-
lusion was arrived at, that the security re-
peeting the erection of workers’ hemes in
he North-West is not equal to that applying
n other parts of Western Anstralia. The
vorth-West  has received more attention
‘rom both the Federal and the State Govern-
nents during the past few years and that
wrtion of the State must go ahead. Even
f it does not go ahead, it eannot he less
wrospereus than it is to-day, and has been
or some years past. To-dav we have
narried men working in fowns such as Port
Jedland, but their wives and families reside
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in the metropolitan area. The wages paid
in the North are sent down to the city for
the maintenance of those families. If the
operations of the Workers’s Homes Board
were extended to cover the people in the
North, and the same conditions applied there
as in the South, it wounld be an inducement
to married men to keep their wives and
families in the North.  Although we are
told that adequate seeurity is not avaiiable
in, the North-West, I cannot appreciate what
the additional risk ean be. I have resided
in that loecality for 21 years and have not
been out of the distriet for a full vear since
1905. In all that time not one house has
been blown down by a willy-willy, nor has
ooe been lost through fire. That record will
ecompare more than favourably with our ex-
perience in the metropolitan area. As a
maiter of faet, there is no greater risk in
the North-West than there is in any other
part of the State. Tt has been argued that
some parts are mining centres, and that it
is only a matter of time when the mines will
be worked out and then workers’ homes
there will not be cccupied. That argument
eannot apply to Port Hedland, which has
been maintained for many years past by the
pastoral industry. No one would argue that
that industry has not come to stay. We can
look to it to extend rather than to diminish.
In my opinion, the mining industry in the
North-West will prosper. Much activity is
heing displaved by companies from the
Eastern States, and reeently huge areas have
beem taken up. T hope the Government will
extend every assistance possible o the syn-
dicates coneerned, for the activities of the
companies will revive mining in that part of
the State. The battery eharges furnish an-
other instance to illustrate how residents of
the North-West have to payv higher rates
than operate in the South. It may be said
truly that reeently the cyanide charges were
reduced.

The Minister for Mines: That means that
the battery charges have been reduced.

Mr. LAMOXD: That is so in some in-
stances. 1 refer particularly to the Marble
Bar district where the prospectors are not
affected by the reduction hecause the gold
that goes over the sands is not recovered.

Hon. G. Taxlor: So.that they cannol get
any advantage from the reduction?

Mr. LAMOND: That is the position. I
wish the Minister could see his way elear to
put our mining operations on the same foot-
ing as are those in other parts of the State,
T would like to see him impose a uniform
charge of 10s. per ton. Tf that charge were
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levied, a considerably larger tounage of ore
would be milled in the Marble Bar district.

Hen, G. Taylor: What are you paying
now?

Mr. LAMOND: The charge is 12s. per
ton. While a reduction of 2s. per ton may
not appear to be much, it would afford con-
siderable relief to the prospectors in the
district I refer to. People in the North-
West are also hit hard by the railway
charges. Those imposed over the Marble
Bar-Port Hedland line are exceptionally
high and 1 know of no other railway charges
that approach them in any other part of the
Commonwealth. The effect of these charges
on the haulage of ore, for instance, is a mat-
ter that will sericus affect the futnre de-
velopment of base metal mining in the
North-West. There is a rate applying to ore
under the value of £30 per ton. This would
affect our lead ove, the value of which rarely
exceeds that figure. Lead ore under a value
of £30 per ton is railed in other parts «
the State over a -distance of 114 miles—]
take that particular distance in order to com-
pare the charges with those applying over the
railway from Marble Bar to Port Hedland
which is a distance of 114 miles—at a cost o,
11s. 2d. per ton. To rail the same quantity
of ore from Marble Bar to Port Hedland
would cost 38s. per ton. So there is a dif-
forence of 26s. 10d., whieh might mean all the
difference between the developing of a show
and its being hung up for all time. I do not
know why there should be this diserepancy.
Tin ore is earried at 4d. per ton per mile for a
5-ton parcel. But tin is very searce up there
now, and the prospectors are not at all likely
to have it in 5-ton lots; their parcels are
more frequently in 5-ewt. lots, and the rate
for less than 5 fons is 8d. per ton per mile,
This discrepancy gives a big advantage to
those in a position to claim the lower rate.
Again, there is a big margin in the freight
on wool on the Port Hedland line, as against
the rates in other parts of the State. To
send & 5-ton truck of woo! from Marble Bar
to Port Hedland costs £28 10s. as against
£13 16s. 3d. over a similar distance in other
parts of the State.

Mr. Lindsay: Neot much waol travels on
the railway up there.

Mr, LAMOND: If all goes by train. The
railway depends on wool for a considerable
proportion of its revenue. Then there is the
freight on rams. T notice that the Govern-
ment, very properly, are assisting the small
cattle gzrowers of Kimberley. But it is guite
necessary that rams should be brought into
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the country by those engaged in the shee
industry, and it is high time the railwa;
Ereight on such stock was reduced. To ra
a truck load of rams from Hediand to Mar
ble Bar costs £8 4s.,, as against £4 2s. fo
the same distance in other parts of the State
while for half-truckloads the respectiv
figures are £5 9s. 4d. and £2 14s. 8d.
hope the Minister for Railways will revie
these rates and see if be cannot afford u
some relief, Very few men in the Nart
breed their own rams., Therefore it is necet
sary to import them from the Eastern State:
or at least bring them up from the South
West. In cither case it means shipping ther
from remnantle to Port Hedland. Not in
trequently does it happen that a boat wi
come into Port Hedland the day the trai
is leaving for Marble Bar. Since we hav
but a weekly train service, it means that th
rams on the boat are hung up in Port Hed
land for a week awaiting the next trair
The same thing applies to perishable good
sent up frowm the South for Marble Bar. Th
ship will arrive at Port Hedland, perhap
the day after the train has left for the Ba
Perishable geoods are then placed in th
goods shed at Hedland, and by the time the
ean be sent on by train they are not wort
sending any farther. I bave suggested to th
Commissioner of Railways that, instead o
running the train to a weekly time-table, |
ghould run from Port Hedland to fit in wit
the State Steamship Service.

Hon. . Taylor: How often do the Stat
steamers visit Port Hedland?

Mr. LAMOND: Once a month, ¥ put u
that proposition to the Marble Bar Roa
Board, and they agreed that it would be
great improvement. Actually, a fortnightl
time-table would serve admirably for mail
and non-perishahle goods, and even if we ha
only 12 direct trains fo the head of the lin
it wonld be very much better than it is fc
day and, zo long as ihe trains fitted in wit
the boats,, would serve as an indueement fo
the people of Marble Bar to order their sug
plies by a Btate sfeamer. It could be s
arranged that the train would run to a forl
nightly time table, and in the alternate wee
run to meef the boat, so that there woul
still be 52 services per year.

Hon. G. Taylor: That should not inte
fere much with the people at the head of th
line.

Mr. LAMOND: The local people were a
very pleased with my propnsition, but th
Commissioner of Railways turned it down o
the score that it would involve extra exper
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diture in the working of the line. I eannot
sce that it would make any difference what-
ever to the working expenses; indeed it
seemed fo me nothing more than an excuse
for turning down my proposition.

Mr. Marshall: The train should be com-
pelled to wait for the boat.

My, LAMOND: Sometimes it is, but one
can never he sure. 1f it were known for
certain that the train would wait for the
boat, people would order their livestock by
the State steamer, and the day after the
stock reached Hedland it would be landed
1t Marble Bar..

Hon. G. Taylor: The holding up of the
frain wonld not entail any difficnlty?

Mr. LAMOND : None whatever, nor would
t affect the running expenses. I hope the
Minister for Railways will go into that mat-
xer with a view to acceding to the request
f the people up there. When the Minister
‘or Works was visiting the North, my atten-
ion was drawn to the acute position arising
rom the shortage of petrol. In severul
slaces we found that wool carting had to be
wspended for that reason. It is no fauit
f the Stale Governmenf. The position
1as heen brought about by the regulations
inder the Navigation Aect, providing that
mly a limited quantity of petrol shall he
arried in coastal passenger ships. As it
hanees, all the ships trading on the North-
Vest coast are passenger ships, and so the
upplies of petrol are strictly curtailed. Con-
umers up North have told me that if they
end down an order for 50 cases, they may
r may not get as many as 20, the restricted
hipment carried on each boat being allo-
ated with a view to giving everybody a little
0 go on with. Station people are complain-
ag bitterly of the position. It occurs to me
hat arrangements might be made for the
Kangaroo” to call once every six months
t all the North-West ports and leave sup-
flies of petrol on her way down from Jarva.
n Port Hedland there'is a big storeroom at-
ached to ihe Customs House, where a large
uantity of petrol could be stored. If such

plan were put into effect, it would be of
reat assistanece to the development of the
forth-West, I want to express my appre-
iation of the great work being carried on

1 the North by the AJIM. nursing homes.
iefore one of those hospitals was estab-
shed at Port Hedland, it was necessary for
wternity cases to come down to Perth. Tt
want very great expense. Married men in
12 North have told me that in those days
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it cost £150 to bring a child into this world.
That, of course, was seriously interfering
with the popunlating of the North, in that
married people would not go up there. They
realised how heavy was such expenditure,
which was unaveidable from time to time,
The ’ort Hedland hospital iz deing a splen-
did work. Recently we have handed to ihe
A LM, the Government hospital at Marble
Bar. The Government found it difficult to
keep nurses up therc.

Heon. G. Taylor: Why, did they get mar-
ried ?

Mr. LAMOND: Some married; others
would nof stay there.

Hon. (I, Taylor: I thought York was the
only place where they all got married.

Mr, TAMOND: The Port Hedland hos-
pital is receiving a Government subsidy of
£75 per annum. At the hospital indigent
patients are treated as at a Government hos-
pital. Never are patients turned away on
aecount of their inability to pay. People
who go to the North for employment often
find that the climatic change affects their
health temporarily, and they have to seek
treatment in the lospital. Such people are
not in a position to pay for treatment. The
committee find it very difficult to meet the
liabilities, and this year there is a deficit
of £170 or £180. I appeal to the Premier
to inerease the subsidy to that bospital. The
demands on the hospital have increased lo
such an extent that the building is inade-
quate. 1t was originally intended as a ma-
ternity ward, but it has long since passed
that stage and all sorts of cases are treated
there. The Government might well provide
a maternity ward, which would not cost
much, and also increase the subsidy. I ap-
preciate the fine work being done for the
North-West by Airways Limited. When aec-
cidents oceur in portions of the North far
removed from a medical officer, an aeroplane
ean be secured and patients can be conveyed
to hospiial within a few hours. The Gov-
ernment .should provide more landings for
the aeroplanes so that, when there is an
emergeney call from an isolated part, a con-
venient and safe landing may be available.
I understand the Minister has approved of a
small amount to provide a landing at Marble
Bar. Another landing ground is required
at Nullagine, the residents of which are sit-
nated in a worse position than are those at
Marhle Bar. The Marble Bar people are
at the head of the railway and can telephone
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for a motor trolly to convey a patient to
the nearcst doctor, but Nullagine is 200 miles
distant from the nearest medical officer and
it has no landing ground for aeroplanes.
Bamboo Creek, a big mining centre, and
Warrawagine station also require landing
grounds.

Hon. G. Taylor: Would a landing ground
cost mueh?

Mr. LAMOND: About £50. I think the
station owners would eo-operate with the
Government and the work ecould be done
cheaply.

The Minister for Works: Nearly all the
stations bave landing grounds.

Mr. LAMOND: Only those along the
acrial route as far as the De Grey station.
The stations inland have ne landing grounds.
I must not resnme my scat without referring
to the Port Hedland water supply, which
has become a hardy annunal. T am pleased
with the work the Government are doing to
provide a water supply. An hon. member
in another place last night spoke of the
Government having failed to futfil their pre-
election promises to the North-West, I am
in the happy position of being able to say
that T made no promises, other than that
I would advoeate the construction of cerfain
works. The hon. member in question said
that we had been engaged in criticising the
Mitchell Government. No member in this
House or in another place eriticised that
(Government more than he did. He could not
say anything bad cnough for the Mit-
chell Government. In reply to his state-
ment let me say that no previous Govern-
ment have done half as much for the North
as have the present Labour Government, and
the people of the North admit it and appre-
ciate it. One of the oldest residents of Port
Hedland, a member of the road board who
is not too mueb in my corner, was good
encugh to say that the present Government
had done so much for Port Hedland that
he was ashamed to ask for anything more.
He had no requests to make to the Minister.

Mr. Chesson: He must be a modest sort
of chap.

AMr. LAMOXND: Still ke had taken it for
granted that an amount would be included
in next yvear's Estimates to provide a water
supply. During the last election campaign
supporters of the then Government urged
me strongly to wire to Perth asking what
the Lahour Party, if returned to power,
would be prepared to do in the way of pro-
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viding a water supply for Port Hedland, I
declined to forward such a wire because, as
I told them, I belonged to & party that did
not offer bribes of that description, The
people of Hedland were notified that an
important wire had been received from the
then Government and were summoned to a
meeting to hear what it contained. The
wire stated that if the supporter of that
government was returned a sum  of  £300
would be expended in prospeeting for a
water supply.

Alp, Latham: 1 do not think that ever came
from the then Premier.

Mr. Marshall: So you know now why their
candidate was defeated.

Mr., LAMOND: The Labour Government,
without making any pre-election promise,
have spent £900 to give Port Hedland a
water supply.

Hon. G, Taylor: They went three times
better,

Mr. LAMOND: The gratitude of the peo-
ple in the North-West generally for what the
present Government have done for them,
will, I think, he reflected at the next general
elections and the Labour party will he re-
turned stronger than they are at present.
Tt me onece more eongratulate the Govern-
ment on having shown such prompiness in
ordering an up to date motor ship for the
North-West coast. That is something north-
ern residents have been requesting for many
years. I hope that before the new year the
hoat will be operating on the North-West
coast.

ME. BUGHES (East Perth) [5.31]: A
particularly bright spot in the work of the
Government, and in fact one of the Dlest
things ever done by any Western Australian
Government, is the romoval of a number of
men from the gold mining industry, because
of their being affected with miners” com-
plaint. I do not share the hope that mining
will develop in this country. I said before,
and I say now, that I hope the day will
come when there will be no gold mining in
Western Australia or in any other part of
Australia. The history of the industry
shows that it is essentially a wasting asset;
it lasts for a time, and then the mines work
out. Tf the intrinsic value of the gold won
were 2 hundred times as great as it actvally
is, that would not compensate for the suffer-
ing and the loss of human life entailed by
the industry. Though not representing a
gold mining constituency, I know something
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about the indusiry; and I would sooner that
relatives of mine should work simply for
tucker than that they should work under-
ground in a mine for £20 a week. The
miner takes his life in his bands every time
he goes below, and I ean say from my own
experience that his womenfolk live in con-
stant dread. The women tremble to open
the door when a knock eomes at night tor
fear lest it should he the fatal message that
someone dear fo them has been killed or m-
Jured.

Hon. G. Taylor: I think you are drawing
the long bow.

Mr. Heron: No.
fatalities this week.

Hon. G. Taylor: But there are not very
many aceidents.

Mr. HUGHES: The records of the indus-
try in Western Ausiralia show a considerable
number of aceidents. There is no need for
me to tell the member for Mt. Margavet
{Hon. G. Tayior) thai in Kalgoorlie to-day
there are young men—I may say that some
of them went to school with me—dying of
miners’ compHaint. ’

Hon. G. Taylor:
true.

Mr. HUGHES: One meets in Kalgoorhie
quite young men who say that they have
only six or twelve months to live owing to
miners’ eomplaint. No industry is worth
having that takes such a toll of the State’s
population. T would not put a shilling of
Government money into mining. I have
had prepared a return showing the amount
of public money that has gone to assist min-
ing in this State during the last 20 years.
The total is £613,752. That inecludes all de-
seriptions of mining: it does not refer to
gold mieing alone.

Hon. G. Taylor: To what vears does that
apply?

Mr. HUGHES: To the 20 years from
1906 to 192G6. The annual expenditure has
been increasine. Most of the total has been
spent during recent years. In 1906 and the
vears immediately succeeding, very little
Government money went into mining. How-
ever, if that amount of £600,000 odd bad
heen invested in agriculture or secondarv in-
dustries. it would have provided the State
with a lasting assef. True, there is always
the possibility of discovering another Golden
Mile; but T would not be prepared to risk
a single shilling of public funds on such a
possibiltv.  Although not a mining member,
I received from the Kalgoorlie Chamber of

There have been four

Unfortunately that is

HT

Mines a eopy of a certain pamphlet. I do
not know why the chamber sent that pam-
phlet to eity members. To me it seems a
most impertinent pamphlet. It speaks about
“eriminals on the Golden Mile.” Surely the
Kalgoorlte Chamber of Mines are the last
people in the world who should hold up their
hands in horror on that seore, sinee by their
neglect and refusal to take ordinary precan-
tions hundreds and hundreds of men have
been senf to untimely graves. That is the
result of the refusal of the mining companies
to spend a mere fraction of their excess
prolits on precautionary measures. And vet
the Chamber of Mines have the impertinence
to issne and cireunlate sueh a pamphlet. Let
me instance the Boulder Perseverance mine,
which has a eapital of 2,000,000 shares paid
up to ls., and which has paid in dividends
to date a total of just on £1,500,000, enual
to 15 tines the capitnl. The mine has paid
30 per ecent. on the investment over a period
of 30 years. Yet the company were not pre-
pared at any time to disgorge even a part of
their excess profits for the purpose of pre-
serving the lives of the men engaged in the
gold-mining industry. If it is evil to kill
men, surely it is evil to fail to save life owing
to excessive greed and the lack of evem an
atom of decent bumanity. The Chamber of
Mines ecerfainly should be the last people to
throw the first stone.

Hon. G. Taylor: What pamphlet are you
referring to?

Mr. HUGHES: A small pamphlet c¢iren-
lated recently. I ot a copy, and I suppose
the hon. nmiember interjecting received one.
I amn told the matter in it was reprinted
Erom the “Kalezoorlie Miner.” The money
that goes into mining would produnce much
hetter results if spent on settling people on
the land, aud in making additionzl areas
available. There is land hunger in Western
Anstralia to-dav, and dozens of people
anxious to engage in agriculture are not
able to obtain tand. NWow I wish to offer
some remarks on the criticisms of ecertain
members relative to what they call eormapul-
sury unionism,

Mr. Sampson: Compulsory unionism in
order to secure employment.

Mr. HUGHES: Yes. We hear a great
deal about men being compelled to become
memhers of unions. However, that is some-
thing which the Labour movement learnt
from its opponentn.

Hon. G, Taylor: T do not think so. At
any rate, we learnt it very early.

Mr. HUGHES: I happen to be connected
with an institotion that is entirely apart
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from the Labour movement, and which
offers a pretty good example of compulsory
nnionism. I refer to the Institute of Aec-
countants. A member of that institute not
only has to pay subscriptions, bnt is liable
to have his diploma tfaken from him—a
diploma which he gained by passing exam-
inations and for which he paid when he re-
ceived it. 1t is the eredential by virtue of
which be earns his living. Yet the institute
can take it from him. I doubt if anywhere
else there exists so severe a form of compul-
sory unionism. We have heard about limit-
ing the number of sapprentices. I know
of a recent case in which a father had to
pay £300 hefore his som was permitted fo
enter & profession. Moreover, the boy has
to work five years for nothing,

Mr. Thomson: Do you think that is fair?

Mr. HUGHES: The hon. member thought
s0.

Mr. Thomson: No, never.
prove that. )

Mr. HUGHES: The case I mentioned has
reference to the legal profession. The boy's
father has to pay a premiuvm of £300, and
the boy has to work five vears for nothing.
Members opposite have waxed indignant
about restrietion of apprenticeship.

Mr. Sampson: And justly so.

Mr. HUGHES: T have nevar heard them
make any vigorous complaint about the
restrictions on hoys desirous of entering the
professions.

Mr, Thomson: As to that, T sugwest vou
read the evidence given hefore the select
committee on the Factories Bill.

Mr. HUGHES: Nevertheless, I have
never heard any vigorous protesis in this
House from hon. members opposite.

Hon. G. Taylor: The sons of the people
whom vou represent here never enter the
professions.

Mr. Sampson: There is a shortaze of
tradesmen, but not o far as T know of pro-
fessional men.

Myr. HUGHES: There is a shortage of
professional men. If the hon. member will
look at the fizures relatime to income tax,
he will see that there could be a marked in-
crease in the numbers employed in the nro-
fessions and that then there would still be
sufficient work to provide much more than
the hasie wage for those engaped in the pro-
fessions.

Mr. Latham: But do you think evervone
could render the same services as some of
those professional gentlemen?

You cannot
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Mr., HUGHES: Does the hon, member
interjectimg think tbat every boy put to a
trade can render the same seyviee?

Mr. Latham: I do nof.

Mr. HUGHES: Well, that is my answer
to tbe hon., member. From the opposite
side of this House there have been com-
plaints as to limitation of the number of
apprentices, That, however, is something
which the trades learnt from the profes-
sions. Besides limiting their numbers, pro-
fessional men require substantial premiums
from pupils; and I have never heard any
serious complaint on that seore from mem-
bers apposite. Where there iz limitation of
apprentices, there are more tradesmen than
the demands of the trade require.

My, Sampson: Do you remember when
cerfain dentists were not allowed fo practice
here?

Myr. HUGHES: Why did not the hon.
member remedy that?

Mr. Sampson: I endeavoured to do so. T
wanted your assistance in that year,

Mr. HUGHES: I know of a family in
East Perth who have had to send their boys
to the Eastern States because of the action
of the member for Swan (Mr. Sampson})
when in office. The hon. member had his
priniting done at the Fremantle vrison; and
one result was, as I have stated, that a fam-
ily in East Perth had to send their sons
East.

Mr. Sampson:
it is untrue.

Mr. HUGHES: "Boys had to go to the
Eastern States to find work because the hon.
member had printing done at the prison.

That is all nonsense, and

Mr. Sampson: That is unadulierated
nonsense,
Mr. HUGHES: It has been the subject

of controversy every year and these boys
have had to go to the East because they
could not find work here.

Mr. Sampsen: You should give facts.
There is more work in the printing trade to-
day than there are men to do it.

My, Sleeman: There are printers walk-
ing the streets to-day.

Mr. Sampson: (ive the names, or with-
draw your statement.

Mr. HUGHES: The bon. member will not

deny that there was & long controversy about
the matter,

Mr. Sampson:
ahout it.

Mr. HUGHES: The hon. member will not
deny that while he was Colonial Secretary

I do not know anything
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there was a great deal of controversy about
printing being done at the prison.

Mr. Sampson: You are shifting your
ground now.

Mr. HUGHES: 1 know of two boys who
had to go to the East becanse they were not
able to get any work in the printing trede.

Mr. Sampson: I do not believe it; you are
making statements that you are not pre-
pared to support.

Mr, HUGHES: The hon. member knows
that what I am stating is true.

Hon. G. Taylor: Do not bother abont
sticking too closely to faets when you are
making a speech.

Mr. HCGHES: I do not wish to follow
my friend’s example. We do not hear any
ecomplaints about restrictions on professions;
it is only in the ease of trades that we get
restrictions, and there never has been a
shortage of tradesmen. My experience is that
there are always tradesmen looking for
work. I can remember the time when 80 per
cent. of the building tradesmen were unem-
ployed in Perth, and even now I am coming
into daily contact with tradesmen looking
for work. If the hon. member knows where
there is work in the printing trade, X can find
him a couple of men to-morrow.

Mr, Sleeman: And I ean find him four
or five at Fremantle.

Mr. Sampson: There is plenty of work.

Mr. HUGHES: T do not know where 1l
is, and apparent!ly they do not. There never
has been any shortage of tradesmen in West-
ern Australia. Unemployment is as bad
this year as it was last year and the
year before. Apparently the problem is
beyond the seope of any Government
in this State to handle by reason of
the seasonal oceupations. Of ‘necessity
there must be a reserve of labour and there
comes a period in each year when work ean-
not be found for a number of people. There
thus comes an accumulation of unemployed
in the eity. We cannot blame the men com-
ing into the city, heeause there they consider
they are in sight of the Government, and
that pressure can be brought to bear in the
hope of stimulaiing work., It does seem a
remarkable thingz that we are going 16,000
miles to brine people to this country, while
at the same time we cannot find work for
all those that are here. There must be a
couple of thousand men who lack permanent
employment in this State and yet we are
spending money to bring migrants cut from
Jome, These migrants, too, in many cases
displace our own workers. The position
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with regard to our own boys is becoming
serions. It is practically impossible to find
work for boys between the ages of 16 and
21, If 1 went round my electorate I could
collect in one afternoon between 50 and 60
lads who have no ogcupation and apparently
no prospect of getting work to do. No pro-
visiop is made for the rising generation,

Mr. Sampson: But every provision is
made to prevent ‘them heing occupied.

Mr. HUGHES: If a boy has nothing to
do, he meanders around until he develops a
tendency to avoid work when he reaches
man’s estate. Amongst the importations
from the Old Country there must be a per-
centage of misfits, no matter how careful
the selection may be at the other end. The
poliey of setfling people on the land is ap-
parently the only one that can be instituted
in Western Australia. There is not much
likelihood, irrespective of what Government
is in power, to bring abount the socialization
of industry which would be the only remedy
for the unemployment problem. No other
remedy is possible. So long as we have the
capitalistic system there will be trade cycles
and there will be periods of boom and
periods of depression, and with the depres-
sion there will always be unemployed.

Mr. Latham: And you think that the
socielisation of industry will prevent that¥

Mr. HUGHES: I do. The capifalistic
method of organising indusiry has not pre-
tented that. We have had a few hundred
years of the compelitive system, and in-
stead of preventing it, it has aggravated
the posifion and we find now that in Great
Britain it has rcached a climax.

Mr. Latham: Do not you think that the
canse of the climax there is the aftermath
of the war?

Mr. HUGHES: Was there not a large
number of unemployed i European eoun-
tries before the war? Most of the countries
have arisen out of the competitive capital-
istic system.

Hon. G. Taylor:
tem.

Mr. HUGHES: TIf that is so, it is suffi-
cient condemnation of it. Whilst we have
that system there will be periods of unem-
ployment. In ‘Western Aunstralia some-
thing in the nature of the socialisation of
industry could be dome. With its vast
tracts of land, the State could be developed
on a plan of socialisation. We could then
handle our unemployed.

Mr. Latham: 1 would not like o he
overseer for you.

There is no other sys-
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Mr. HUGHES: And I should not like
to work on a job where the hon. member
was overseer.

Mr. Latham: You would make no profit
out of your farming operations.

Mr. HUGHES: The present system
prevents our boys from making a living,
Of course, if members opposite consider
that because a few are acquiring means,
suecess will follow everywhere, then that
is all right.

Mr. Latham: Do you not think a great
deal of trouble arises out of the unfair
treatment meted ont to employees of the
Government in regard to wages and shorter
hours?

Mr. HUGHES: I have not heard of
any Government employees getting any
great inerease in wages. Most of the stat-
isties T have seen show that the increases
belong to pastoralists, professional men and
also the business community.

Mr. Latham: What is the average earnxd
by a professional man in Perth?

Mr. HUGHES: T think you will find
that the average publican makes about £20
‘a week.

Mr. Latham: Is that a profession?

Mr. HUGHES: Tt is a commercial un-

dertaking.

Mr. Latham: I was talking of profes-
sions.

Mr. HUGHES: TIn the medical, !eaal’

and dental professions you will find that
the incomes are somewhere about £14 or
£13 a week.

Hon. G. Taylor: The legal profession’s
fee has been Gs. 8d. so long as I ean re-
member.

Mr. HUGHES: Probably in recent years
thex could have starved, had it rested
with the hon. member. It is not the man
on the basic wage who has been getting
Jarge increases of pay. I[f we take the
statistics over a number of years, we find
that men on the low scale of wages are
badly off as compared with the increases
received by others.

Mr. Latham: The average income of
the arlisan is £448, and of those engaged
in professional services, it is £630.

Mr. HUGHES: How many artisans are
fhere who do not pay taxation?

Mr. Latham: Those who dodge it.

Mr., HUGHES: They dJdo not receive
engugh monev to bring them within the
seope of taxation.

The Minister for Railways:
have large families.

Or they
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Mr. Sampson: There are briefless law-
yers.

Mr. HUGHES: And there ought to be
briefless printers. No doubt the unem-
ployed problem is the most serious one at
present facing the State. T{ cannot be
handled under the existing system. As
there is not likely to be any material al-
teration in that in the near future, it be-
hoves us to see what e¢an be done to solve
the problem now.

Hon. G. Taylor: Wait until after Muarch.

Mr. HUGHES: I am prepared to wagor
that by next June we shall have just as
acute an unemployed problem, irrespective
of the result of the election, as we have
now. I am not satisfied with the conditions
under which the policy of preference to
unionists is earried out. In many cases it
is not preference to unionists, but prefer-
ence to 25s, If a man has 25s. he can buy
a union ticket. He then rceeives the bensfit
of the prineiple as against the man who is
not possessed of the 25s, He may be u
blackleg from the Eastern States, or & man
who has all his life been opposed to the
principles of trade unionism. If he has
253, he gets the privilege of employment at
the Labour Bureau as soon as he takes out
his ticket. I know of many men who have
no union tickets, but who have always been
sound trade wniomiste. They have fo stand
back simply beeause they have not the 25s,
and other men take their places. There
ourht te be some method other than this
under which employment could be made
available.

A, Sleeman: A man does not need 25s.
He can belong to some other union that is
cheaper.

Hon. 8ir James Mitehell: They do not get
the preference.

Mr. HUGHES: The A.W.U. has no pre-
ference over any other union. If the hon.
menber would go to one of the pick-ups at
the bureau, he would find that all those who
belong to unions are given the preference.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Is there no
agreement between the linister and the
AWL?

Mr. HUGHES: If there is, it is not oh-
served.

Hon. €. Taylor: Tt is alleged that there
is one.

The Mini-t~ for Railways: Oh, no!

Mr. HUGHES: The AT, have nnf
preference at the burean,

My, Bampson: The other union tickets are
not effective,
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.The Minister for Railways: Where did
you hear that?

Mr. Sampson: It has been stated.

The Premier: By an anonymous person in
the Press. There is ne truth in it.

Mr. Sampson: A baker told me that he
had a union ticket, hut could not get em-
ployment.

Lhe Premier: It was an untrue, anony-
mous statement in the Press.

Mr. HUGHES : Members should be care-
{ul of the statements they make. 1 know
of my own knowledge that the tickets rank
equally. I have seen men ecalled in at a
pick-up. So long as they had union tickets,
no matier what they were, they went in.

Mr, Sampson: You do not stand for that,
do you!

Mr. HUGHES: 1 stand for trade unions.
1 am nost vigorous concerning the rules of
the Institute of Aceountants, to which 1 be-
long at present, mote so perhaps than with
regard to any other union,

The Prensier: 1f it were not for unionism,
the whole principle of arbitration could not
exist.

Mr. HUGHES: 1 think the member for
Swan (Mr. Sampson) is a member of the
union covering the industry in which he is
an cmplover,

Mr. Sampson: Certainly.

Mr. HUGHES: 1 believe he is a prom-
inent member.

Mr. Sampson: Why not?

Mr. HUGHES: He stands strongly for
the principle of emplovers ecombining to
saferuard their own interests.

Mr. Sampson: Why should a man be pre-
vented from earning hiz living when he has
a wife and family who are starving, and no
private reliet work is available?

The Minister for Works: I know of a
case of a man whom certain naster printers
tried to drive ont of the printing business.

Mr. Sampson: I do not know of that.

Mr. HUGHES: In another case a person
has to be a member of & union in order
that he may receive n certain eduecation.

Hon. G. Tayvlor: You have to he a mem-
ber ot a union to become a teacher.

Mr. HUGHES: A student cannot attend
the University unless he becomes a moember
of the Underzraduates’ Association, the fee
for which is one guinea.

Hon. G. Taylor: That ought to be stopped.

Mr. HUGHES : It is all right. The asso-
ciation is doing good work, but unless a
student pays up his guinea to join the asso-
eiafion, he cannot attend one lecture.
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Mr. Mann: Why should not the Univer-
sity get the guinea?

slr. HUGHES: The association is doing
good work. 1r the University had the mouney,
it would have to do the work.

Mr. Maon: The University is very short
of funds.

Mr. HUGHES: So are some of the stu-
dents.

AMr. Latham: It should not be short if the
“West Australian” is sold.

Mr. HUGHES: In the ease 1 mention it
is compulsory for the students to join the
organisation, although the University itseil
is free. 1 have never heard the member for
Swan protest against this sort of thing.

Mr. Sawpson: I do not support the pro-
cedure.

Mr. HUGHES: When everything is ex-
amined, we find that the poliey of prefer-
ence fo unionists has been copied by trade
unions from our polifical opponents.

Mr. Latham: Do not aggravate that posi-
tion by keeping men out of a job who have
no money with which to buy union tickets.

Mr. HUGHES: They are not being kept
out.

Mr. Latham: They are.

Mr. HUGHES: That is nonsense.

Mr. Latham: They eannot join a union
if they have not the money.

Mr. HUGHES: At the pick-ups all union
tickets rank equally. T have seen a number
of pick-ups at the bureau. Never have T
seen preference given to one union over
another. There appears to be something
wiong with the method of picking up, after
they have obtained their union ticket. I
know of men who have gone to the bureau
for a job and registered their names. They
have been picked up in a day or two over
the heads of men who had been registered
for six or eight weeks.

Hon. G. Taylor: 1 have seen that myself.

Mr. Heron: That goes on evervwhere.

Mr. HUGHES: That is wrenz. Men
should be picked up in their order of regis-
tration. If a man has heen ount of work for
three months, he should be taken in the
order in which he entered his name.

The Minister for Railways: That is the
general policy.

Mr. HUGHES: It does not appear to he
s¢. The Premier has laid it down definitely
that it shonld be done, bui in many instances
it is not done. I have known of men who
have heen passed over. A ganger comes
alonz for a number of labourers. He says
to a man, “You are not suitable.” He there-
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fore has to stand down, and is not even
given a trial. I know of old men who have
been registered for 11 months at the burean.
I have been told by people that, although
these are aged men, they are physically
strong, and ean do as much work as the
average young man. It does not follow that
the man of 50 is unfit for hard work. If
he has been accustomed to hard work all his
life, he can at 50 or 60 still hold his own
with plenty of young men.

Hon. G. Taylor: That has always been
the case.

Mr. HUGHES: In the professiom I am
following at present, the old men are in-
ferior to the young men. In that case the
young men out-distanee the old ones.

Hon. G. Taylor: In their own opinion.

Mr. Sampson: It is a happy conceit.

Mr. HUGHES: The gangers offen pass
over the older men. I suggest to the Min-
ister that they should be told to pick the
men up in their order of registration, other
things being equal. If a man is found to
be unsuitable, he can be put off a job after-
wards. He eonld be told that, in the opinion
of the officers of the department, he is unfit
for the job, and must stand down. The
men would then know where they were.
Gangers bave certain men with whom they
are aécustomed fo work, and naturally want
to get them.

Hon. G. Taylor: They want the men
who can do the most work.

Mr. HUGHES: A man should not be re-
fused employment merely because he is-a
little old. He should be given a trial, and
if he is then not capable, he could leave the
job, and would understand why.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. HUGHES: I trust I will be pardoned
for digressing in order that I may deal with
a more or less personal matter, for this wil
probably be the last opportunity I will have
to explain certain actions 1 have been com-
pelled to take, so that I may place the mai-
ter before my constituents and others
throughout the State who may be interested.
Owing to circumstances that have arisen,
I feel that no longer can I take the respon-
sibility of supporting certain members of the
present Government. That is not a step
one takes without due consideration and re-
specting which one needs a good deal of
evidence before deciding upon action. The
members sitting on the Government side of
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the House represent a party holding strong
political principles. Personally T am not
satisfied to allow our leaders merely to enun-
ciate principles and do them lip service,
while at the same time their private lives
are an absclute negation of our principles.

My, Latham: Hear, hear!

Mr. HUGHES: The matter respecting
which I find it neeessary to sever my eon-
nection with the Labour Party, goes to the
very root of Labour principles. It relates
to special privileges allowed to eertain eiti-
zens possessed of wealth. In 1923 the pres-
ent Minister for Works, as a private mem-
ber, introduced a Bill to abolish special
juries. The Bill was passed in thig cham-
ber, but was rejected by the Council. In
1924 the same Bill was again passed by this
Chamber and again rejected by the Couneil.
In 1925 the Bill was again introduced by the
present Minister for Justice and onee more
was rejected by the Council. The Minister
for Justice had my support on the two oe-
casions and if again he were to introduce
such a Bill, he would have my support, but
when I find that the very man who intro-
duced the Bill to abolish speeial juries is
a party to an applieation to the court for a
special jury, I claim that no longer ean
I support him in any shape or form.

Mr. Latham: He should resign now.

Mr. HUGHES: When I find that that
man was so unmoral as to come to this
Chamber and denocunce special juries and
subsequently is a party to an application
made to the court in order to deny justice
to one of his eolleagunes, the action goes to
the root of our principles.

My, Stubbs: How did he deny vou justice?

Mr. HUGHES: T regard it as such a
violation of the principles of the Labour
Party, that T can no longer support him as
the Minister in charge of the judiciary of
the State. The member for Wagin (Mr.
Stubbs) asks how I was denied justice.

Mr. Stubbs: And that is a pertinent ques-
tion. .

Mr. HUGHES: Let me answer the hon.
member in the words of the Minister for
Justice, who is now a party to an applica-
tion for a special jurv.  When he intro-
duced the Bill last session the Minister said:

At any rate, I believe that the special jury
svstem has long outlived its usefulness. . .
The reason for special jurors having special
qualifications, is gaid by some pecple—and it
is eorrect, too—to be because they belong to
a different social status to people in the
ordinary walk of Jife. On that aceount it is
thought by pecople liable to come before o
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special jury that those jurors should have
particular yualificatious regarding wealth. . .
Then, agein, certain provisions are made re-
garding other ovenpations of special jurors. . .
It will be scen that the emdeavour was to
keep off the special juries anvone whe had
dealings wi.h the common people.

The Minister told us that the ohject was to
keep off special juries those who came in
touch with the common peopie. 1 am one of
the common people.

Lieut.-Colonel Denton: A rag time affair!

Mr. HUGHES: The Minister informed
us further—

The whole prinviple regarding speeial jurors
invelves the social status of people who are
entitled to be selected. People in the par-
tivutur grudes or social strete | refer to will
be biassed. . . When an issue is placed before
them, they deal with it on biassed lines. It
is an entirely undeinoeratie prineiple, and
should not be tolerated any longer.

Then he went on to say—

The right to have a special jury is

evidently regurded as of some intrinsie value
or people would not be prepared to pay for
the concession.
The Minister told us it was worth paying
something to have a special jury, anmd now
he has been a party to being prepared to
ray for a special jury and to reap the ad-
vantage he has referred to. That in itself
is a complete answer to the member for
Wauin and indicates how I was denied jns-
tice. The Minister proceeded further—

I am saying that the provision regarding
jurymen shall be irrespective of the secial
status or wealth of the juryman, . . Merely
becuuse an individual possesses eerfain wealth
and certain property he should not have
privileges greater than those extended to
others,

Hon. members will see that that goes to the
very root of the prineiple that all are equal
before the law. T refused to believe that the
wmember for Leederville (Mr. Millingtom}, the
Honorary Minister (Hon. J. W. Hickey,
M.L.C"), the Minister for Justice (Hon. J.C.
Willeock), the managing director of the
“Worker” {Mr. Watson), Mr. Haynes, and
one other gentleman whose name has slipped
myv memory, would be parties to an applica-
tion for a special jury. especinlly in view
of the denunciation of specia! juries that T
have read to hop. members. I refused to
believe that they would be parties to =uch
an application, no matter at what cost it
might be to their skine. T did not think
that they would save their skins at the ex-
pense of a vital principle of the Labour
Partv. Unfortunately, however, T found
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that it was true. When T realised that that
was the position, T felt T must dissociate
myself from it. A good deal has been said
about the matter concerning which I com-
plain. 1 am not going to ask members to
believe that I was grossly libelled. I will
relafe one or two faets in , order that
members may judge for themselves. When
the document rerarding which I com-
plain was issued from the “Westralian
Worker” office, naturally T thought it was
merely a matter of bringing it under the
notice of the responsible people and there
would he an adequate retraction. 1 ealled
upion the general manager, Mr. Watsgon, and
soowed him the pamphlet. [ will do him
tht justies and admit that he was annoyed
thal it ~huuld have bLeen published. Ile
teld me he would get a meeting of the
directors together in 10 minutes, and in
order fo put the watter formally before
him, he asked me to send him a communica-
tien in the usual form. I have been taxed
with doing something outrageons in issninz
proceedings against the “Westratlian Worl:-
er,” the oflicial organ of the T.ahour Party.
to which T have belonged. Those proceed-
ings were started at the request of their
own managing director in order that he
might place the matter before his co-
directors! T instructed my solicitor to send
him the vsunl formal notification that is
despatehed in such eases, and in the con-
cluding paragraph of the letter the follow-
ing appeared:

Kindly inform me what persons instructed

your company to print the said pamphlet
and also what person in your employ wa-
responsible for the printing.
I wish to stress the paragraph 1 have read.
It has been said that I unjustly sued the
parties responsible for publishing the
pamphlet and the printer. Whom else could
I sue? No one else conld be sued when o
¢uestion of lihel was involved. The printer
and publisher of the pamphlet had the
opportunity of mnotifying me who was
responsible for directing them to publish
the pamphlet, so that I could join them in
the action. TInstead of getting the decent
retraction 1 anticipafed, in two or three
davs’ time T received a curt note from the
solicitors for the company conched in these
terms— .

Your letter of the %th instant herein has
been handed to uws to deal with. We ara
instructed to accept service of amy process
vour client may deem fit to issue in this
matter,
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I went in no hostile manner to the man-
aging director, but merely complied with
his request and sent him the formal docu-
ment he desired. Yet I received in reply
the bhig stick attitnde we have heard of
before! I received an invitation to com-
menee proceedings. 1 do not think that
treatment was such as my servieces to the
Labour movement warranted. When we
received the invitation to proceed, 1 wrote
the following letter to the managing diree-
tor under date the 12th June—

Desr Mr, Watson,—With reference to my
¢ouversation with you concerning the pamph-
let prmted by your compaany in which cer-
tain libellous statements concerning myseif
appear, I can only express my disappoint-
ment and disgust at your persistent refusal
to make any effort to repair the injury done
to my character. At the outset I called on
you in this waiter and expected some ex-
presgions of regret and some endeavour on
yeur part to de something towards atone-
ment. You requested me to have a formal
letter forwarded you for the purpose of
placing the matter before your board of
dirgeters. I therefore instructed Mr. R. D.
Lane to forward you a letter accordingly.
You have not answered that letter or shown
any desire ecither on your own part or the
part of your directors to meet me. I wnder-
stand Mr. R. D. Lane also spoke to you and
made an appointment but in place of keep-
ing that appointment or making any sugges-
tion for an amicable settlement between us,
your solicitor, on your behalf, sent a curt
note offering to accept service of any process
issued. Do you think that in the face of your
pernicious wse of your printing machine to
injure me, your action is fair and proper
towards one who has never spared his health.
energy or ubility in defence of Labour’s
rights and prineiples both inside and outside
of Parliament? Do you think yvoun should
have a free license to injure and libel me
with impunity? Of course your friends may
retain their salaried positions if you permit
them to make any wse they wish of the
facilities at your disposnl. You have previ-
ously libelled me in the pages of your paper
the *‘Westralian Worker’’ and your editor
at times has refuesed or neglected to publish
my teplics. Well, your disregard or your
malice, whichever it might be, must be
checked and in the face of your refnsal to
negotiate, T am obliged to take legal action
to vindicate my character.

Tollowing on that, the only course open for
me was to issue a writ. T desire to leave
the subject for the moment in order Lo
answer statements that have heen made hy
my honourable friends. There was one
particular statement: I regard it as mild.
There is one thing about the pamphlet—it
is eminently fair. FEveryone whose name is
mentioned therein is seandalously libelled.
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The other people concerned are in the East-
ern States and 1 presume they do not know
that the pamphlet is in existence. One
statement in particular I intend to re-
ply to. It is this—

Hughes may have a fon of ability, but I

have what he lacks, that is, sincerity towards
the worker.
It might be said that this pamphlet, al-
though published by the “Worker,” is not
their work. It was published by them, and
when it was brought under their notiee, in-
stead of their doing the honoursble thing,
they said, “All right, we will aceept service
of any process.” In reply to the Minister
for Railways, who fathers the suggestion
that I am lacking in sincerity towards :he
workers, 1 say he is the last man in the
world who ought to cast = stome on the
seore of lack of sincerity. If we furn to
“Hansard’ of the 19th September, 1923,
we find this motion tabled in the name of
the member for Geraldton (Hon. J. C.
Willeoek }—

That in the opinien of the House the long
service leave conditions applying to the
salarieq staff of C(overnment employees
should also apply to the wages staff,

In the course of his speech the hon. mem.
ber said this—

Prior to thc last general election, Parlia-
nentary candidates were circularised by the
Railway Union on this point, and a majority
of those who were returned to this House
agreed that what applied to one portion of
the serviee should apply also to the other,
The Premier himself, in answer to the ecircn-
lur, said he would be prepared to give this
very careful consideration. The Premier has
now had a couple of yvears for that careful
eonsideration, and T think he will agree that
if it be just to roncede a privilege to one
scction of the emplovees, it 15 equally jnst
to eoneede it 1o the other.

In another portion of his speech the honm.
memher said—

The majority of wmembers of this House
ngreed at the last election that they wonld
support the removal of the anomaly. Those
members now have an opportunity to fulfil
their promise hy supporting the motion,
The hon. menfleman has had two years in
which to fulfil his own promise. For two
years has he been Minister for Railways,
yet has he done nothing to fulfil that pro-
mise. He made a great fuss, promising
long service leave to the men and coming
Adown to the House and movine that motion.
for which we all voted. By the way, that
is not right; we did not all vote for it, for
the motion was negatived on the casting
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vote of the Speaker. What has the hon.
member done during the last two vears lo
give the railway men this just concession?
The ink with which his speech was printed
was hardly dry when he found himself in
charge of the Railway Depariment. What
has he since done to fulfil his promise as a
private member to the railway men? Abso-
lutely nothing, and whenever we try to wet
information about it we are stalled off. His
subsequent actions have shown to the House
that his motion was only political birdlime,
and that he was merely tickling the ears of
the groundlings. Yet he has the cheek to
adopt a pamphlet charging another man
with insincerity! What did he do when"we
had before us the question of the police?
It was a resolution of the party, yet he
erossed the floor in defiance of the wishes of
the party. Had I done that, I should have
been expelled. This is the man who with
his colleagues talks about insinecerity! Fol.
lowing on the issue of proceedings, thg
matter was left in abeyance at the requrst
of the defendants. I want to say for the
defendants’ solicitor that right through the
piece he had more consideration for the
Labour Parfy than for his own profits, Not-
withstanding that this was a ease in which
the solicitor could have got a judgment of
costs, win or lose, he preferred to have the
matter settled out of court. His interests
in the party predominated over his own
personal interests, and he left no stone un-
turned to advise his eclients to settle the
action.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: Who is he?

Mr. HUGHES: He is in practice in the
city under the name of Dwyer, Dunphy and
Durack. He had every consideration for
the welfare of the party. When I was
about to go to the Eastern States in order
to tell of the tactics that had been em-
ploved, [ was asked to leave the case in
abeyance in order fo see if a settlement
could not be arrived af. I agreed. I way
due to go to the Eastern States on the 17th
April. A couple of days before T left T
was told that onr honourable friends here
would not settle on any consideration. On
the day of my departurc those gentlemen
wrote to my solicitor demanding that the
case be proceeded with immediately, threat-
ening as an alternative that they would
move to have if dismiszed for want of
prosecution. Then, notwithstanding thel
they knew T was away in the Eastern
States, they went to a judge in Chambery
and asked that the case be proceeded with
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in my absence. The judge would not stand
for that. 1 bhave never heard of anything
meaner than the attitude of those gentle-
men., While I was holding out the olive
branch and trying to get a settlement, they
were taking every advantage and trving to
have the ease bronght on in my absance.

Hon. G. Taylor: That was their counsel’s
action.

Mn. HUGHES: The “Westralian
Worker” is governed by a board of seven
directors, and the directors, of course, say
what shall be done. When I came back, a
gentleman who had no pecuniary interest in
the case put it to me {“Even now, why not
bave an amicable settlement”? 1 agreed to
allow the directors to save their face, to
let it drop, both sides to pay their own
costs. Could I have gone further, seeing
that I had been grossly libelled? Yet the
directors would not agree to that. On thai,
of course, I had no alternative to imstru:t-
ing my solicitor to proceed. What do we
find? When the case was listed for hear-
ing, the solicitor for those people went to
the court and applied for a speecial jury.
The application by prominent members of
the party for a special jury is the greatest
violation of political principles I have ever
known. A special juror must be possessed
of £500 in wealth before he can take lis
gseat. This is what the “Westralian
Worker” itself had to say in regard to
special  juries on the 12th September,
1924——

The Special Jury. An Inguiry and an
Anachronism, . . . The £500 property qualifi-
cation for u special juror definitely exeludes
the worker. As was probably only to be
cxpected, the Nationalists desire the reten-
tion of this weapon of privilege: which
aceounts for the championing of the speeial
jury system in the Mousec en Tuesday -night
by the member for West Perth., It is
fortunate for the workers that the Minister
for Public Waorks is in the House. No one
who hns not had the experience of having
heen svhjeeted to the injustice of this arehaie
law conld have so trenchantly exposed its
unfairnesy as Mr. MeCallom did. If  the
specinal jury had not heen doomed before, its
death knell was rung then; for not even the
Upper House will now dare to urge that
Western Australia should eling to an  abomina-
tion capable of being so flagrantly mignsed
in the sarred name of Justice.

That is what those gentlemen themselves
think of special juries. The special jury is
an abominotion that can be misused in the
sacred naome of Justiee. And the opening
paragraph sheds tears because the £500 pro-
perty qualifieation for a special juror de-
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finitely excludes the working man. By this
article one would think that those responsible
for ils publication held that there was some-
thing wrong in excluding the worker from
a special jury. We have always said it was
a gross insult upon the worker to say that
because he did not possess £500, he was not
capable of dispensing justice. This party
has lashed itself into a fury time and time
again upon that very question. Yet it
seews the worker is not a fit and proper
person to hear their own case when the
“Worker” is involved. The worker can be
conscripted into taking the mnewspaper
whether he wanis it or not; he can be made
to find the money for the newspaper and
for the political party—he is now asked to
subseribe £10,000 before the next election
in order that the party may retain posses-
sion of the Treasury benches; he is fit to
do that, but he is not fit to sit in judgment
on the actions of the “Worker” newpaper.
It is the most flagrant insult cver adminis-
tered to the working class of Western Aus-
tralia, I will read some extracts showing
where members of the directorate talked
about trial by one’s peers. If they had a
good case, what was wrong with a common
Jury that might have had eight unionists
ouf of its panel of 122 Why did they want
the business man, the commereial man, the
man with £5002 Tt must not be any tram-
way man, any shop girl, any navvy. No,
they wanted the business man, the man with
£500. The man they really wanted was the eity
landlord who, if he onee got on the jury,
would have more regard of the Fair Renls
Bill than of the facts of the case.

Mr. Stubhs: You have a down on the [and-
lords.

Mr. HUGHES: And they have a down
on me.

Lieut-Colonel Deunton+ Are you broken-
hearted aboui it?

Mr. HUGHES: No. I am satisfied that
the Fair Rents Bill was a just measure.
Moreover, 1 am prepared to be tried by the
unionists who sent me to Parliament and
who paid portion of my expenses. To re-
vert to the question of hypocrisy, we hear
a lot about preference to unionists, but it
is not very well known that for years and
years the “Westralian Worker” has been
employing a non-unionist.

Hon. G. Taylor: Is that a faet?

Mr. HUGHES: Tt is. I was a member of
the Metropolitan Council of the Labour
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movement when the couneil took up this
matter. This man was a canvasser. He was
not only a non-unionist, but he opposed
Labour eandidates in a Parliamentary elee-
tien whilst he was emploved by the
“Worker.” There were dozens of good old
battlers in the movement who could well do
the job. Those people who have the cheek
to accuse others of insincerity are prepared
to come here and fight for preference to
unionists, and yet ave not prepared to put
it into operation in their own institution.

Mr. Latham: He may be an extra good
journalist.

Mr. HUGHES: He is not a journalist
and the job requires no special skill. It is
easy to answer those people when they level
a charge of insincerity against anyome. I
wish to read one or two extracts from the
specches delivered on the subject of the
special jury—this abomination.

Mr, Latham: The Premier will not need
to have another eross-bench put in the Cham-
ber now.

Mr. HUGHES: The Minister for Justice
speaking in 1924 said—

At present the sole qualification to serve

on a special jury is wuot that a man is
possessed of gpecial knowledge or experience,
but that he possesses a certain amount of
wealth or follows a certain occupation, and
jreople are apt to conclude that such a jury-
man might be prejudiced in faveur of an
individual of his own socinl status, or in his
own line of business. This has been the ex-
perience in many eases during recent years.
Teople tried by special jury have expressed
the opinion before the case was halfway
through that they were not likely io gei an
impartial decision.
The opinion of the Minister for Justice
was Lhat those who went before a special
jury would not get an impartial hearing;
the case would be tried by prejudiced men.
He continued—

We should remove the impression that a
man who can afferd to pay for a speeial jury
may have whatever jury be likes.

How have they endeavoured to remove the
impressson? By taking advantage of the
special jury provisions to save their own
skins. That is how they have tried to re-
move the impression that a special jury
earries a privilege. The member for Cue in
the same debate said

I am against the principle of special juries
on the ground that that system accords a
privilege to a certain gection of the com-
munity.
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Right through the whole of the debates on
that Bill, the song sung was that a special
jury is the privilege of the rich man, an
abomination capable of being so flagrantly
misused in the sacred name of justice. When
we had no alternative to proceeding with
the case, I was astounded to find that fhese
people, in violation of one of the funda-
mental principles of the party, had applied
tor a special jury. I knew it would be mad-
ness for me to go before a special jury. As
the Minister for Justice said, “Those people
who pay for a special jury must think it is
worth while.” When he and his colleagues
are prepared to pay Lor a speeial jury,
naturally they think it worth while. It
would be futile for me to appear before a
speetal jury. Why not a common jury?
Why not a jury of trade unionists? There
is one other point to which L wish to direct
attention. I learn than when this wretched
document was issued it was because the
people who had instructed the “Westralian
Worker” had signed an indemnity guaran-
teeing the paper against any damages for
libel. What sort of morality is that? What
sort of morality is it for a Labour paper
thal stands for political and newspaper mor-
ality, and has devoted columns and eceluuns
to denouncing the other sections of the
Press for their unfairness? Yet the
“Worker” says, “If you come along and
want some one libelled, the question 15
whether you have the money to pay for it.
1f you ean afford to pay for the libel and
will sign an indemnity, we will go ahead
and print it.” 1 presume that if a man
was poor and could not afford to pay for
it, he could mot have the libel published.
What sort of morality is that? It that is
the morality of the party I c¢an no longer
be a member of the party. I ¢an no longer
subseribe to the people who have that stan-
dard of morality. What would be said if
we learned that the “West Australian™ had
a system whereby any person eould get
anything he liked printed about someone
else provided he gave a satisfactory indem-
nity? Why, we would sereech down the
town about the immorality of if, the breach
of privilege, and the power of money, That
sort of thing in my opinion should be made
a criminal offence. If people in charge

of a newspaper are so devold of a
sense of responsibility as to be pre-
pared to print anything, provided the

party desiring its publication has the money
to pay for it, they should not be allowed to
remain in possession of a printing press.
When I was forced to retire from the aciion
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owing to the special jury, I met one of the
directors—it was on Friday morning—and
I taxed him with having been guilty of a
violent breach ol principle, Strange to say,
that same afternoon we received a letier
from the company’s solicitor taking full re-
sponsibility for the special jury. It has
been said that the solicitor for the company
acted on his own initiative, and got a speeial
jury without consulting his clients. I do
not think there is any solicitor in the State
who would take the responsibility of charg-
ing his client with the cost of a speeial
Jury without first eonsulting him. It was
very generons of that solicitor to take the
blame. He wrote—

The application for a special jury was
made by us as soliciters for the defendani
aeting in what we considered the best inter-
csts of our elient (a limited trading com-
pany)} without regard to political considera.
tions and under the advice of counsel. We
neither consulted nor received any instrue-
tions from our client as to the metbod of
trial, and indeed would have been prepared
to go to trial beforc a judge without a jury.
lowever, we are submitting your letter to
our client and will communicate the reply
when received which should be by mid-
day to-morrow. If the directors decide to
waive their legal rights there will still be
ample time to summon a common jury by
the date fixed.

“[f the directors are willing to saerifice their
legal rights,” but the directors were unwil-
ling to sacrifice their legal rights. I wonder
whether in the event of the solicitor advising
them to reduce the wages of their employees
on the ground that they would thus gain
more profit, they would regard that as a
sufficient exeuse. It was very generous of
the solicitor to take the blame, but I do not
for a moment think that he acted without
the instructions of his clients. As a matter
of fact, we have it in the contluding para-
graph thai if his elients were willing, he
would be prepared to revoke the application
tor a speeial jury. I hope they will not add
further to their iniquity by endeavouring to
saddle the blame on to the solicitor. Tn view
of this I have been oblized to take the nrx-
treme step of severing my connection with
the party. OFf course I do not mind admit-
ting that I do sn with extreme reluctanre.
Ever since 1 was a boy I have sacrificed my
energy, my time, and my cash in the in-
terests of the party. When the tocsin sounded
in East Perth and Labour had its back
to the wall and there was a rough ficht te
undertake, I was the man who was asked to
undertake it. T do not mind telling mem-
bers it was a pretty rough fight, too. Mem-
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bers will recollect that it arose out of the
newspaper strike. The newspapers weve
obliged to back their candidate, and they did
back him. Ever since then I have been
considered tair game by tne newspapers.
Anything that could be thought of in that
campaign was said; the rough stuff was
good enough for me.  Right through the
State 1 have had to put up with the abuse.
At the last election I had the same fight all
over again. I have had to fight the bitter
hostility of the Press. I understand the
position of the capitalist Pvess. 1t is nse-
less for them to waste their ammunition on
a safe scat; it is sound taeties for them to
eoncentrate where it is considered there is
a chance of winning a seat. I do not blame
the Press; it is their business, T can well
remember on the Monday after T had won
the seat for the first time going into the
oflice of a prominent member of this con-
cern who jumped out of his chair and said,
“By God, the Labour movement owe yon a
debt of gratitude” And by God, they have
paid it! They owe me a debt of gratitude,
and they have paid it by denying to me what
they would he prepared to give to a murderer
—the right to be tried by a common jury.
[ am not one to ery over spilt milk. T have
not in anv way altered my prineiples be-
cause of the aetion of these people, but in
the etrcumstanees I feel that if I continue to
support two memhers of the committee to
remain in the Cahinet, T shall he condoning
their aetion, I do not feel justified in doing
that. T T am prepared to support them in
their action, T am equally guilty with them.
T have either to swallow them or to swallow
my principles, and T am not prepared to
swallow my prineples. Thevefore, I regret
that I have been foreced into taking the ex-
freme step of severing my connection with
the party for whom T have worked so long
and from whom I have never received one
penuy piece as a paid offieial. T came into
the party purely from convietion. All the
influence surrounding me from a boy waa
anti-Labour: all my environment was the
other way, but T came into the party from
convietion and remained in from convietion.
But T am not prepared to say that the party
shall have no standard of morality. Tf we
are going to have in eharge of the Depart-
ment of Justice men who are apparentlv
unmoral and do not know right from wrong.
men who are so hypocritical as to come here
and denounee a principle and then take ad-
vanfage of it outside, then we have come to
the parting of the wavs and no longer ean T
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assist to keep such men in office. | thank the
House for the patient hearing given me fo
present this case, because 1 feel that a vital
principal is at stake. 1 am glad I have had
an opportunity to explain it fully to the
public.

THE MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
{Ion. J. C. Willeock—Geraldton) [8.15]: [
can hardly say that the speech made by the
member for East Perth (Mr. Hughes) is en-
tirely unexpeeted. Most of us who have
known him during the past seven or eight
vears are aware that he is the kind of man
who takes a peeuliar view of almost every-
thing that is done. He reminds me of the
story of o woman who was watehing a erowd
marching down the street. Her boy was
marehing [eft when the sergeant was calling
right, and the rest of the boys were marel-
ing right. She said, “Look at all the boys
out of step with my Johnny.” The member
for Kast Perth scems to be of that type. He
seems to be always out of step. Everybody
else 15 wrong and the hon. member 1s the
only judge of what constitutes sincerity,
morality, rvight-thinking, and the true prin-
ciples of the Labour movement. People whn,
know the hon. member are aware that he has
that temperament. They knew beforchand
that he was likely to do the same in con-
nection with the Labour movement as he had
already done in connection with other insti-
tutions with which he had been associnted.
Briore I knew the hon. member I used to
read in the Press ahout him as the stormy
petrel of football elubs and rowing assoc-
iations. Tvervone was wrong except this
particular individual. When he got info
the Lahour movement, he was the only one
who knew anything about its prineples and
eculd interpret what the Lalour platform
stood for. Tn almost every instance he was
right and cverybody else was wrong, This
reminds me that not so long ago, when the
hon. member was president of the Metropali-
tan Conneil of the AT..P. and that couneil
raised a considerable amount of money for
the purpose of building a Trades Hall, and
the eouncil desired to let the building ad-
vantageously, he said, “Oh, no! I can do
murh better than that. I ean make much
more money for the Trades Hall than by al-
lowing you to go on in the wayx vou think
hest ,in the interests of the movement gener-
ally.”

Mr. Hughes: On a point of order. The
Minister’s statement is entirely untrue end
T ask that it he withdrawn,
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Mr. SPEAKER: That is not a point of
order.

Mr. Hughes: An amount of £3,000 was
raised in one year.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: Yes,
and the hon. member wasted pretty well all
of it himself.

Mr. Hughes: No, I did not waste it.

The MINTISTER FOR RAILWAYS: At
all events, the hon. member deluded the eoun-
cil into entering upon a business undertak-
ing. This was on the strength of his busi-
ness expericnce, He led the Trades Hali into
a tragedy which almost cost them the whole
building. .

Mr. Hughes: They went into that under-
taking againsit my adviee.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWIAYS: Ol!
When the hon. member had got them into the
mess, he cleared out and left them in it.

My, Hughes: I was made managing di-
rector to clear up the mess. What had: been
done was against my advice.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS :
When the Labour Party were returned with
a majority some two years ago, there
was considerable speculation as to who
would conmipose the Ministry. When Mr.
Hughes was not selected as a member of the
Ministry, he became disgruntled: and he has
heen disgruntled ever since. e has lost no
opportunity of venting his spleen and spite,
hoth inside and outside the House, against
the people who, in his opinion, did not pos-
sess that tremendous ability which he dis-
plays, but who happened to be selected by
other members to occupy Ministerial posi-
tions. The hon member talks about his high
principles and my immorality. Almost the
first of mv administrative acts which did not
meet with his approbation related to ihe
Auburn trial. The Crown Law Department,
in its wisdom, decided to appoint a legal
wentleman in the person of Mr, Haynes to
represent the Crown at that trial. There-
upon the member for TFast Terth
came to my office and wanted me to use
my Ministerial position te throw Mr.
Haynes out of the job, simply becaunse the
hon. member had had a quarrel with him.
This man of morality and high prineiple,
who talks about sincerity, comes along to
me and says, “T have had a personal quarrel
with Haynes, and as a Labour supporter 1
ask that von put him out of that job.”
TWhat sort of man would I be to aceept
dictation of that kind? Yet that was the
suggestion made by a man who talks about
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sincerity and character, a suggestion made
to a Minister who bad been in oifice only
twe or three wecks. [ say it was an im-
moral proposal.

Mr. Hughes: You were not prepared to
take the responsibility. You put it on your
officers. You were not man enough to say
you would not do it. You hid behind your
officers.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: The
in¢ident shows the hon. member’s idea of
manhood.

Mr. Hughes: You blamed the officers.

The MINISTER FOR RAILAVAYS: [
did nothing of the sort. I said that the
gentleman had bheen appointed. and that
I as Minister was not going to do anything
against the interests of any partieular
person. I did not do it, either.

Mr. Hughes: But vou were not game to
stand up and say you would not do it,

The MINISTER FOR RAILIWWAYS: My
actions prove that I was game enougl to
stand up and do anything. If I had been
the weakling the hon. member says I was,
T would have replied to him, “Very well,
Mr. Hughes, beeause you have had a per-
sonal quarrel with this man Haynes, I shall
do vour behest irrespective of whether the
Crown Law officers think thisis the best
man to conduet the ease in the interests of
the country. Just because you want me fo
put him out of a job for your own person:tl
aratifieation, T will do so0.”

Mr. Hughes: You gave me your assur-
anee that he would never get another case.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
Fuve an assurance that everybody practis-
ing as a lawyer would get as fair deal
according to his abilities.

Mr. Hughes: You gave me an assurance
as I have stated.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
did nothing of the kind. The hon. member
was so annoved about the matfer that he
said he would “get” me, whatever that
meant.

Mr. Hughes: T never said any such thinz.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: The
hon. member said he would “zet” me.

Mr. Hughes: Where did I say it?

Mr. Tavlor: What did the hon. member
mean?

The MINTSTER FOR RAILWAYS : I
think it is an historie phrase of Mr. Tom
Walsh. I apprehended it to mean that the
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hon. member was not going to do me any
good.

Mr. Hughes: Where did I say it? Why
don’t you tell the truth?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: No-
body tells the truth except the hon. mem-
ber. Then at the time this Parliament
opened Mr. Hughes stated at a party meet-
ing that he desired permission from the
party to move for an inquiry into the Police
Departwent. While I would net say it,
yet the information has gone forth that
the party agreed he should move. There
was nothing wrong in that. But while a man
may be given permission to move a motion,
that does not necessarily bind every mem-
ber of the party to support the motion,

Hon, Sir James Mitchell: In that caze he
would not want permission.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: The
hon. member moved the motion, but did
not advauce anything that would warrant
the appointment of a select committee. As
the responsible Minister controlling the
Police Department, I said that if the hon.
member pui up a ease which called for au
inquiry, he would get it. But because he
had the permission of the party to move
the motion, and then did not get his own
sweet will in connection with it, he aceused
me of insincerity and traitorous conduet.

Mr. Hughes : The inquiry was refused
without discussion.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS :
That was the trouble. The case put up by
the hon. member was so poor that upon the
vote of the House, the motion was rejected.
1 suppose the hon. member felt that
as an insult to his dignity, and because
I was the responsible Minister, he got
well up against me over it. I took the
action that any Minister would fake in
connection with a department he was con-
trolling. If a member brings forward a
matter that warrants inquiry, and the
Honse agrees with that view, the Minister
will not oppose the granting of an inquiry.
But on the occasion in question everything
that was brought forward was satisfaetorily
explained, and so the inquiry was naturally
refnsed. Within six or seven weeks of our
taking office, the hon. member wanted us
to have a Rayal Commission with regard to
persons vietimised in the Police Depart-
ment during the preceding 10 or 12 years.
Because the Government would not agree
to his proposal, he said we were not living
np to our principles. I think one outstand-
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ing feature in the character of a man of
honour and prineiple is that he should nol
blazon forth what has Laken place at a con
fidential meeting. It is generally under-
stood that whatever takes place at a party
meéting should remain absolutely amongsi
the members themselves. To make sueh
things public is not, I think, the act of a
man of high character.

Mr. Teesdale: I wish he would tell us
more about what took place at party meet-
ings. We did not get much out of hiia.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: The
member for East Perth is so sincere, and
is actuated by such high prineiples in his
relations with the Labour Party, that he
says he would be prepared io bring about
the downfall of the Government if incident-
ally that meant putting Mr. Willeock out of
the party.

Mr. Hughes: I said that during the last
three or four days.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: The
hon. member said it months ago. uch is
the high moral character of the man of
principle who is oaly actuated by that
which is for the bencfit of the Labour
movement ! Becanse he is splenetie, he-
cause he chooses 1o take a set on one unit
in the movement, he is prepared to bring
about the downfall of the Government.

Mr. Hughes: When did I say that? I
only said it within the last few days.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: He might have
turned you all out!

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: The
hon. member was actuated solely by his
championship of Labour principles, which
are deeply imbedded in him nothwithstand-
ing the environment of his youth.  That
environment, he says, was anti-Labour,
though Heaven knows where anti-Labour
sentiments were to be found ow the dumps
of Kalgoorlie. The hon. member was
brought up in Boulder, and yet he says the
environment of his youth was such as should
have made bim anti-Labour. A young man
brought up in that industrial centre could
hardly be anything but a Labourite, one
would think. While the Fair Rents Bill was
heing dealt with in this House, the hon.
member was rnnning a White City Carnival.
He told us all about that in the Press. I
take no exeepiion to his having run the
carnival. On the contrary, T approved of
it at the time, and was pleased to know that
he was taking such an interest in the affairs
of his constituents that he would rom a ear-
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nival for the purpose of providing East
Perthk with a hall.

Mr. Taylor: Was that where he made the
£3,000%

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
do not know what amount he gof, but it
was considerable. It was to his credit that
he advanced the interests of his constituents
in that way. At this time the Fair Rents
Bill was praectically the only Government
business on the Notice Paper. The Govern-
ment were then waiting for the Upper
House to send back some Bills. The hon,
member told me he wanted to speak on the
Fair Rents Bill. T said, “Very well, if there
is an opportunity von will be allowed to
speak, but we want to get the Bill through.”
That is all that took plaee, so far as T was
concerned. After tea there was no other
business and the Fair Rents Bill went
through in about an hour. The next day
ont comes the “Daily News” with a stafe-
ment by the member for East Perth accusing
me of teiling deliberate lies. He said in
that statement—

All I wish to say at this stage is that it is
mortifying to find myself supporting a Min-
ister whose word is apparently unreliable.
The Minister went back on his word and
took the second reading division.

I do not admit having done so, and it was
proved afterwards that I did not. Quite
incidentally, one of my colleagues happened
to be there and overheard all that was said,
and he obtained the impression that what I
said was correct. Yef the hon. member
publishes that libellous statement about me
in the “Daily News.”

Mr. Hughes: You gave me an under-
taking.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: 1
did nothing of the kind and that was proved
by a witness.

Mr. Hughes: Nothing of the sort.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Bring an ac-
tion against him for libel and have it heard
before a grand jury.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: Al-
though the hon. member is so anxious for
the progress of the Labour movement,
he takes these proceedings against the
“YWorker” newspaper, in order I suppose to
bring about the downfall of labour, as well
as the newspaper which has dome more for
the Labonr movement than ever the hon.
member could expect to do. He is so anxious
about the “Worker” newspaper, that he
would be prepared to rob it and at the same
time, he does not hesitafe fo publish &an
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gbsolutely Iibellous statement in another
newspaper about me.

Mr. Hughes: You know it is irue.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
know that it is not true.

Mr. Hughes: You gave me an under-
taking.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: The
hon. member is not telling the truth and he
knows it. It has been proved to the satis-
faction of a meeting at which the whole
matter was diseussed, that what I have
stated is correct. If T had wanted to be
vindictive and anxious o repay some of
the “good” {urns the hon. member has
done me, [ would have sued him for
libel in eonnection with this matter. His
statement to the Press about me was
undocbtedly libellous. It was such that
I got legal opinion about it. Anyone who
knows anything about the law is aware that
you libel a man who oceapies the position of
Minister of the Crown when you tell the
world that he makes statements that are not
true. If that does not constitute a libel I
do not know what does.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: You should have
taken it before a special jury.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
am not diseussing the matter of special
juries. Tf I had desired to be vindictive, or
if T had wished to uphold my honour as
against the interests of the political Labour
Party, I shonld bave taken action against
the hon. member at that stage. Probably
then he would have been mulct in damages,
and T suppose he would have gone bankrupt,
and then would have had to resign from Par-
liament, and his career would have heen
ruined. Because I did not take action, he
aceuses me of insineerity.

Mr., Hoghes: You accused me of insin-
cerity,

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: The
hon. membher says that I was one of the
people who accused him of insincerity.

Mr. Hughes: Is that not so?

The MINTISTER FOR RAILWAYS: No.
I will tell him later on what happened in
regard to that partienlar pamphlet, but so
far as insineerity is concerned snd wanting
to do something to injure the Labour move-
ment, if T had wanfed to make money ont
of the hon. member in a matter like this, I
assure him T wonld not have shown him any
mercy.

Mr. Hughes: Did T want to make monev
out of it%

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: Ap-
parently the hon. member wanted fo make
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money out of the “Worker” newspaper,
which is of the same political faith as him-
self. He wanted to do it the greatest pos-
sible injury he ecould. He thought he would
be suceessful. He is no fool, and I suppose
he considered that if he were successful he
would be so at the expense of the newspaper.

Mr. Latham: No newspaper has any right
to damage a man’s character.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
think the hon. member was trying to create
an impression in the House that the artiele
was published in the “Worker” newspaper.
It was not puoblished in the “Worker” news-
paper. What happened was this: There had
been considerable dissension in the ranks of
a trade union, caused by the member for
East Perth in the first place, and. the desirs
of the union was that the whole of their
organisation should bave a repori of the true
facts of the position as it was dealt with
at the eonference. Their wish was that all
the members should know what had taken
place at the confercnce, and the disclosure,
it was felt, would have an important bear-
ing on the fufure sneeess of the union. That
was why the union wanted all its members
to be made fully acquainted with the faets.
Then what they did was to carry a resolu-
tion that the speeches which had been re-
ported verbatim, should bhe printed, and
copies cireculated amongst the members of
the union, That is all that was done and
the hon. member would seem to imply that
the “Worker” newspaper published the pam-
phlet to the world.

Mr. Hughes: It was circolated amongst
the people in East Perth by the “Worker”
and it was printed by the “Worker.”

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Nothing of the kind; the hon. member is
again telling an untruth. It was printed
by the job printing department of the
“Worker” for the Timber Workers’ Union.

Mr. Latham: And they also print the
“Primary Producer.”
Mr. Teesdale: They are utterly damned

if they print that thing.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: The
article never appeared in the “Worker”
newspaper. 1t was a faithful record of the
procedings that took place at the union
conference, and was circulated for the in-
formation of the members of the union only.

Mr. Hughes: And circulated amongst the
electors of East Perth .

The MINISTER FOR RAILAWWAYS: Let
me return to the question of the Fair Rents
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Bill and the publication of .the gross libel
on me by the hon. member. Even if T did
find it expedient to get the Fair Rents Bill
through this House, would I not have been
doing a service fo the Labour movement of
the State if I had found it necessary to
say, “I cannot keep faith with you because
I thought in the interests of the movement
it was necessary to get the Bill through at
that stage.” But no, the hon. member does
not worry about the workers or the Labour
movement; he worried because he did nof
have the opportunity of making a speech
on the second reading.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: His speech may have
converted the Upper House.

The MINISTER FOR RATLWAYS: The
hon. member is so sineere in his advoeacy
of the principles of Labonr that he would
risk the rejection of the Fair Rents Biil
so that he might have the opportunity of
putting forward his views. Imagine the
sincerity of a man of that type who would
prefer to make a speech on the second read-
ing of a Bill, and run the risk thereby of
having the Bill defeated just because he
wanted to air his views, And be is the man
who talks about sincerity! I wish to refer
to another instanee in which the hon, mem-
ber and I were concerned. It will he remem-
bered that not so long ago there was serions
industrial trouble in this State, and the Gov-
ernmcnt found it necessary to put police on
the wharf at Fremantle to prevent intimi-
dation and lawlessness. At that stage Mr.
Bruce and other people had declared that the
State Government were not standing up to
their responsibilities to the people.

Mr., Teesdale: It was one of the fow
things the Government did do.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: Of
eourse, we did so. This did not suit my
friend the member for East Perth. He got
into association with a gang, some of them
thugs and hoodlums and went to the houses
of Ministers to trv and intimidate them
and make them do something which would
not have been in the best interests of the
community. This i= the man who talks
about high principles and character. He
brought a gang of hoodlums and stood with
them on the verandah of my private house
on a Sunday evening.

Lieut.-Colonel Denton:
them to tea?

Mr. Hughes: They were the executive of
the lumpers’ and the seamen’s unions.

Did you ipvite
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The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I do
not care who they were. They looked 2
pretty poor old gang.

Mr. Sleeman: Why libel the other fellows
to get even with Hughes?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: The
hon. member should wait a minute and he
will see whether I am libelling anybody.
What really happened on that oceasion was
that the member for East Perth brought the
gang of 16 or 18 on to the verandah of
my private house for the purpose of in-
strueting me—I was in charge of the ad-
ministration of the Police Department—
and demanding that I should withdraw the
police from the wharf.

My. Hughes: They merely asked you to
withdraw the police from the wharf.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
will tell the House all about it without the
hon. member’s assistance. The hon. mem-
ber cae contradict me afterwards if" ae
thinks it necessary. This gang directed me
to take the police from the wharf,' The hon.
member was somewhat insulted at my not
having asked him and his gang inside my
house. I was prepared to sit and talk to
them outside; that was quite good enough
for me. My reply to them was that I
would do what I thought was right in the
best interests of the State. That was the
answer that I gave after a quarter of an
hour or 20 minutes discussion.

Mr. Hughes: You said nothing of the
sort.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
have told this tale to different people and
the hon. member has never denied it before.
My reply was that I would do what T
thought was right in the interests of tihe
State. I declined to say what T wounld Jo
on the next day. Then Mr. Tom Walsh
thought it was time that he took a hand.

Hon. G. Taylor: \What, was he there?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Yes, Tom Walsh was there, and 1here was
George Ryce.

Hon. G. Taylor: My word, you are lueky
to be alive to-day.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
I suppose sn. Houghton was also present.

Mr. Teesdale: Was Miss Shelley there?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Nn, she was not there. When Tom Walsh
conzidered it was time he took a hand. He
bhuttoned vp his coat in Napoleonie fashion
and said threateningly, “Now, vou fake the
police off the wharf: if you dont we will

s
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settle them first and then we will settle you,
too.” 1 said “You go for your life.”

Mr. Hughes: No, you didn’t.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Well, Parlinmentary procedure would not
allow me to repeat the exaet words. The
only difference is that I used an adjective
starting with the letter “b.” The hon. mem-
ber has never demied it before.

Mr. Hughes: As a matter of fact it was
not Walsh who said that.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
It was Walsh. The hon. member is again
nwking a misstatement. 1t was Walsh who
said it, and moreover Walsh never denied
it. The character of Walsh is pretty well
known; nobody has ever said that Walsh
would deny auything he had said. :

Homn. G Taylor: Did Walsh speak at all?

The MINISTER TFOR RAILWAYS:
0Of eourse he did, | do not complain about
Walsh’s having said it; what 1 complain
about is that the member for East Perth
should stand by and back up the man who
sald such a thing, at all events should not
dissociate himselt from such a 1emark, made
on my verandah,

Mr. Hughos: Were we not out of the gate
when that remark was made?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
No, we were on the verandah. However,
they conld not get anything out of me. I
knew Walsh’s idea of the right course to
take, and 1 told him exaectly what I would
do. I did not mind what Walsh said, but
I did object to the member for East Perth
standing by and not dissociating himself
from Walsh’s remark., Had 1 wanted to be
vindictive or to do any injury to the hon.
merber in return for the many “kindnesses™
he had previnusiy done me, I had an attrac-
tive opportunity. There were two independ-
ent witnesses who heard that remark, namely,
my own wife and the member for Green-
ough, who happened to be at my place at
the time. Both were able to swear that the
remark was made, and so I could have had
Walsh and the whole ¢rowd of them arrested
for threatening my life.

Mr. Hughes: They didn't threaten your
life.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Had they come there, not for the purpose
of intimidation hut to peacefully put a pro-
posal before me, there would have been only
two or three of them: bnt instead of ihat,
they agreed {o bring a big crowd and so put
the wind up me. There was a gang of 16
of them.
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Mr. Hughbes: Were they not an orderly
erowd 7

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Well, they said they would settle me if I
did not do certain things. Perhaps that
squares with the hon. member’s idea of
orderliness. If the hon. member had wanted
to do the manly thing, he would have said,
“Well, I came here merely to show these
people where you live, and 1 entirely dis-
sociate myself from these violent remarks.”
On the contrary, he associated himself with
them, and had T desired I could have had
him and the rest of the erowd put into gaol.

Mr. Hughes: Why didn’t you do so.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
I dido’t want to.

Mr. Hughes: You knew I was not a party
to that remark.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Did the hon. member hear that remark?

Mr. Hoghes: Yes, 1 did.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Well, he did not dissociate himself from
it.

Mr. Hughes: It was merely a remark
passed at a deputation.

Mr. Lindsay: Whoever heard of a depu-
tation going to a Minister’s private house?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Although T have had =everal eppertunities
to put up something against the member
for East Perth I have deliberately refrained
from getting him into frouble.

Mr, Hughes: 1 only introduced a depnta-
tion.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
You admit you were there when a man de-
clared that he was going to ccttle me.

Mr. Huoghes: That is perfectly true.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Well, T will leave it at that. The hon. mem-
ber has spoken of insincerity. 1 do not
know whether we have ever had a more
shameful exhibition of insincerity than
that displaved by the hon. member when
the Bill to increase the payment of mem-
bers was before the House last session. He
ot up and railed azainst the proposed in-
crease of Parlizmentary salaries: he talkedl
for an hour and a half and declared that
he ecould do his Parliamentary husiness in
the course of 20 minutes per day.

Mr. Hugheg: Don’t be silly.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Well, perhaps in the end he said an hour
per day, although certainly at one stage
of his speech he said something about 20
minutes per day. 8o sincere was he in his
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condemnation of the Bill that, after violentl
attacking the provisions of the measur
devised to inerease his salary amongs
others, possibly beeause he feared tha
if he were here at voting time an
had to vote in aceordance with the view
be had expressed the Bill might be lust, h
found he could not spare the time to b
here when the vote was taken. He muy
have had the idea that if here at the tim
he might be compelled to vote against th
Bill, so he took the safe course and re
mained away.

Mr, Hughes: He goes home to tea ever

night, The Bill was sneaked through in hi
absence,
The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS

That is the sincerity of the hon. nember
the political merality that actuales som
members. I think the House will agre
that my sincerity is at least aqual to tha
of the niember for East Perth. Now th
hon. member has deecided upen a turning
point that, in any case, was inevitahle,
has always been out of siep with every
body else. He can never agree with any
Lody for any length of time. Let me jus
ron over the history of the ease: The lat
member for Forrest (Mwr. J, 13, Holman
was seeretary of the Timber Workers
Union, and when his death created ¢
vacaney the member for East Perth desirvec
to secure the position. e went Jdown t
the timber areas ard forced himself upor
the people there.

Mr. Hughes: I had 14 requests from
branches before T left Perth.

The MINISTER FOR RATTIWWAYS: The
executive of the union decided that th
member for East Perth, having no inferes
in the timber industry, and knowing
nathing about it, had no elating on  the
vacant post and could not seriously be
regarded ns & proper person to occupy th
position.

Mr. Hughes: Who decided that ?

Miss Holman: He was not eligible.

Mr. Hughes: They wonldn’t let the mem:
bers of the nnion decide it: the exeentive
decided it.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
Tlis is what oceurred: The hon. member
was not allowed by the executive to stand
Under their constitution he was not eligible
But in his view it did not matter whal
dissension and strife, trouble and expense
was created for that or any other Labou:
organisation with a £10 a week job that
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e wanted. He could not get the job, and
3 he was not particular whaf discontent,
issension and guarrels might arise. That
i the sincerity of the man. In order that
¢ might get a certain position he was pre-
ared to go to any length, The Federal
‘'ouneil ruled that he was not eligible for
1e post. The Timber Workers’ Union was
lmost rent in twain through the hon. mem-
er. It was deemed of sufficient import-
nee to hold a eonference, and to this con-
srence came the gencral president and the
eneral secretary of the union. Because
f all the dissension and strife cansed by
1e member for East Perth it was decided
1at there should be a thorough discussion
v a body representing the whole of the
nion. .And in order that there should be
o hole and corner methods, thai nothing
1onld be said without opportunity being
fforded for reply, it was resolved by
wotion that a verbatim report of the pro-
sedings should be taken and confidentially
irculated amongst the members of the
nion,

Mr. Hughes :
ast Perth.
Miss Holman:
1e mills from some of the hon.
fiends.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: The
roper and honourable thing for any union
y do in respeet of such an inquiry was fo
rovide for a verbatim report in ovder
1at all members of the union might know
cactly what happened. Having decided
pon such a report, it was only natural
at the union should go to the “Worker”
ewspaper Co., who always did their print-
g.  They went fo the “Worker” and
sked for a verbatim report of the pro-
redings of the conference to be put up in
amphlet form for the confidential informa-
on of members of the union. Probably it
as a privileged document. Even if it
ere a liftle libellous, it was only right
1at the members of the union should have
ie fullest information.

Hon., G. Taylor: Did the paper ask for
1 indemnity?

Mr. Sampson: If they did ask for an
demnity it would suggest that the matter
as libellous.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
othing of the sort. An indemnity is
most always sought by people printing
1v documents.

They were civeulated in

If so they came back from
member’s
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Mr. Sampson: A most unusual thing! I
have never heard of it.

Mr. E. B, Johnston: You did nof have
one from the “Primary Producer.”

The Premier: We have one from the
“Primary Producer” now,

Mr. Sampson: It is evidently necessary,
The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: .
indemnity was obtained and whatever action
was taken in connection with the pamphlet
was not a matter for the “Worker” direc-
torate.  Responsibility’ for the statements
made and for the printing and the publi-
cation of them was taken by the Timber
Workers” Union in the interests of their
members. Having published the pamphlet,
the union sent copies of it to the mem-
bers. To listen te the remarks of the mem-
ber for East Perth, one would think that
the union had got out a circular or dodger
and had done something to misrepresent him
to the people of Western Australia. Instead
of that, a confidential doenment was printed

and sent to the members interested,

Hon. Sir James Mitebell: I do not know
what all this has to do with the Address-in-
reply,

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: The
member for East Perth has accused me of
insincerity. He has quoted a letter received
from the solicitors for the “Worker” direc-
torate. I knew nothing of a special jury
until after the hon, member had withdrawn
tfrom the case—on Saturday. Consequently,
whatever was done by the solicitor was done
in the intercsts of the newspaper by the
solicitor.  When people seek legal advice
they say to the lawyer, “We are being sub-
Jected to what we consider to be an un-
warranted and unnecessary attack, We want
you to take advantage of every provision
that the law allows to repel that attack.”
That is what we did. We were out to protect
the interests jof the sharcholders of the
“Worker.” That is all that has been done
in this ease. The legal adviser, acting bona
fide and in the best interests of the news-
paper by whieh he was being paid, took
whatever action he considered necessary, If
the directors of the “Worker” had endeav-
oured to prevent the solicitor from doing
something that he considered to be in the best
interests of the paper, if we, amateurs in
law, had tendered certain advice or told him
to take some other eourse and we had been
muleted in a loss of £4,000 or £5,000 and
the “Worker” had been ruined, what would
have heen our responsibility to the share-
holders? T eould not take the responsibility
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of adopting such a course, If a man submits
his case iv a medical praetitioner or to a
legal practitioner and pays him to do his best
the only course is to accept his advice and
go right on. That is all we have done.

Mr. Teesdale: 1t would be much easier to
divulge the writer and leave out the
“Worker” newspaper altogeiher.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: Of
course it would.

Mr, Teesdale: You have been asked for
the name of the wilter and you have not
given it.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: The
document, on the face of it, speaks for it-
self.

The Premier:
ference.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: If
the member for Bast Perth will hand me his
copy of the report, T wiil show it to the
member for Roebourne. It is not a guestion
of the writer; it is a verbalim report of a
union conference.

Mr. Teesdale: Someone must have put
the report together.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: Who
puls the “Hansard’” report together?

The Premier: It was taken down in the
same way as the “Hansard” report is taken
down, and printed.

AMr. Ilughes: Who signed the indemnity?
Why don’t you tell us that?

The AMINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Even now I do not know who signed the in-
demnity.

Mr. Hughes: That is what I want to know.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: The
Timber Workers’ Union accepted the re-
sponsibility for informing their members of
what took place at the conference.

Mr. Hughes: You would not tell us that
you had an indemnity or that the union had
given it.

The MINISTER FFOR RAILWAYS: I
do not know that we would be justified in
telling the hon. member anything. If a man
sets himself out to attack the bulwark of the
Labour movement from the Press stand-
point, to put the newspaper in such a posi-
tion that it might become insolvent, and to
do grievons harm to the movement generally,
I do not know that we should be anxions to
facilitate him. T do not know that it would be
the duty of anyone to give him information
if he wished to buccaneer the funds of the
union to his own pecuniary advantage. If at
any time while I am on the “Worker” diree-
torate [ see some bludgeoning buccaneer

It is the report of a con-

[ASSEMBLY.]

wishing lo grab the funds by legal proee:
or otherwise, 1 shall give him no assistanc
OUn the otlier hand I shall take any actio
that the law allows to protect the interes
of the “Worker'’ shareholders and of th
umovement generally, The hon. member spok
of insineerity, 1t is ridiculous to argue thu
I do not subseribe to the system of speci:
Juries. BEven though on principle I am og
posed to special juries, if it meant takin
advantage of this provision of the law t
prevent somcone from ruining the labov
movement, I would be prepared to take i
I would take advuntage of everything th
Jaw allowed me to prolect the shareholder
of the “Worker” from any buecaneerin
pirate who wished to steal their funds b
lezal process or otherwise, and I would b
prepared fo take the responsibility for so d¢
ing.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: If they libelle
vour member, surely you would protect hin

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: Ye
The hon, member spoke about special jurie:
If we looked at the matter from the politie:
standpoint and thought there might be o
the speeial jury capitalists who, imbued wit
dishonesl motives and desirous of injm
ing the Labour movement, were asking them
seives whether they counld do the greate
damage by ruining the “Worker” and stand
ing up for the member for Fast Perth, the
would vrobably deecide in favour of injurin
the newspaper, which has been a power i
the land,

Mr. E. B. Johnston:
capitalist, too.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAXS I
the member for East Perth was so sincere
there were plenty of courses open for him t
take, If he merely desired redress, he coul
have taken his complaint to the ruling bod;
of Labour, the State Fxecutive of the AL.P
who have power to settle disputes betwee
individuals in the movernent.

Hon. G. Taylor: My experience of tha
hodv is that yon might as well snmmon th
devil and hold the court im hell.

The Premier: It has been purified sine
the brenkaway of a few years ago.

.The Minister for Agrieulture: T knew th
member for Mt. Margaret at Cue.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
Some years ago members of the Labow
movement an principle opposed the grant
ing of freehold tenure of land. Would that
prevent the member for Last Perth from
owning a freehold block?

Mr. Hughes: I have no freehold land.

And create anothe
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The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: But
would the mere fact of his opposition to
freehold tenure prevent him from owning a
freehold biock? Would he say, “No, get
thee behind me, Satan! Do not tempt me
against my political prineiples. 1 am not
in favour of freehold tenure. 1f you offer
me £10,000 worth of frechold T will not ac-
vept 1.7 It i ridiculous. The hon. mem-
ber would grab it with hoth hands.

Mr. Lindsay: He was offered 1,000 acres
if he would go and work it, but he would not
work it.

Mr. Hughes: Proving that T did not want
frechold.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: The
solicitor’s letter quated hy the member for
Wast Perth is corract. T was net consulted
abouf the special jury. I knew nothing
ahont it.  Probably the hon. member will
not believe me. but other members know my
record and 1 think they will accept my
word, Tf it had been submitted to my judg-
ment whether we should have a special jury
otv a commeon jury, I wounld have chosen a
common jury; but if it was a matter of
defending the “Worker” which has done so
much for Labour in this State, T wonld take
whatever advantaze the law permitted in
order to prevent the paper's being muleted
in serious damages.

Mr. Teesdale: In spite of what vou sail
jn this House against special juries?

The MINTSTER FOR RATIAWAYS: In
spite of anything.

Mr. Teesdale: Then there is a sort of de-

ee.

The MINISTER FOR RATLWAYS: 1
am prepared to take advantage of the law,
whatever it is. 1 am prepared to avail my-
self of the Privy Council, the High Court
or anything else the law allows. So long as
I act within the law, I am ont to protect
the assets of the company in which T have
a vital eoncern and whose shareholders it is
my duty to protect.

Mr. Latham: It will be safe to leave the
special jury provision on the statute-book.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: 1
am not in favour of special juries. Tf it
had been left to me I would have had nothing
to do with a speciai jury, but baving placed
the matter in the bhands of a solicitor to do
what he thought best, I as a layman would
not interfere with him.

Mr. Teesdale: Be consistent!
interfere.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: If
the “Worker” had been muleted in damages,

You should
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I might bave been accnsed of not conserving
the interests of the paper.

Mr. Teesdale: And go back on your prin-
ciples?

The Minister for Agrieulture: The work-
ers own the newspaper and both sides stood
equal before the iaw.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: If
it was a question of a eapifalist or a land-
lord opposing the member for East Perth,
there might be some*hing in it.

Hon. Sir James Mitchel): Right's right,
wherever it is, surely!

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: If
it came to a special jury wishing to do the
Labour movement the utmost harm, they
would have given a verdiet against the
“Worker” because of its being such an
intfuential foree.

Hon. @. Taylor: Notwithstanding that,
vou have confidence in the special jury.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: 1
wag not consulted; T had no say in the mat-
ter. All I did was to say we must protect
ourselves from this unwarranted attack and
get legal advice. The legal adviser was in-
structed to aet in the best interests of the
“Worker” dircctorate. I do not wish to say
anything more. Regarding the charge of
insincerity, I am prepared to put my record
against that of the hon. member and leave
it to the House, tc the people outside, but
particularly to the Labour movemenot te
whom 1 am chiefly responsible, to decide
between us.

MR. MARSHALL (Murchison) [9.15]:
T have listened attentively to the speeches
that have been delivered on the Address-in-
reply. The debate that has just taken
place is a portion of the diseussion to
which I am not prepared to refer, I re-
gret that anything of that kind should bave
come before the House. I agree with a lot
of what was said by the member for Nelson
(Mr. J. H, Smijth). Hie entered a protest
against the procedure that is always
adopted on the occasion of the opening of
Parliament. He complained that it led to
members of this Chamher, who are the
direct representatives of the people, being
directed to another place, whose members
represent bricks and mortar and broad
acres, and being obliged to stand and listen
to the Speech while the members of another
place were seated. I see no justification
for members of the Assembly——

The Premier: (Going there at all?
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Mr. MARSHALL: That is so. We be-
come contaminated quickly enough as it is
without being compelled to visit another
place on the occasion of the opening of
Parliament.

" Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. men-
ber is disorderly in reflecting upon another
Place.

Mr. MARSHALYL: If I have dome so
and it is offensive, I will withdraw the re-
mark. We should not be compelled to visit
the Legislative Council on these occasious.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: They would
not mind if you stayed away.

Mr. MARSHALL: I have always en-
deavoured to stay away. I prefer the
sanetity of the bush at such times. I should
like to sce the whole procedure abolished.
There is no justification for all this para-
phernalia and all this regalia which is the
crder of the day on those cecasions, neither
can I see any important reason for pro-
tracting this debate. The time of the House
would be better oceupied in dealing with
legislation of a eharacter that is of import-
ance to the people. As it is, we go through
an antique procedure that has been handed
down to us from the ages past, of debating
this particular motion. It does nof appesl
to me. The time of the House is wasted in
listening to a Speech, the contents of which
are known fo everybody, and which merely
foreshadows the programme of legislation
to be dealt with and refers to mafters of
the past that are known to the general puh-
lic. I order o earry on that procedure we
have to spend iwo or three weeks of the
commencement of the session in going
through this dehate. I do not know why
we do it. The whole thing is ohjectionahle
to me. I see no oecasion for the 21 guns,
the brass band, and the soldiers wearing
their decorations. One counld well imagine
one was at the Royal Show. This custom
has been handed down to us from abont the
12th century, but no one has seen fit to

abolish it. We could with advantage do
without it.
Hon. Sir James Mitchell: What about

Wiluna?

Mr. MARSHALL: That promises to be
one of the higgest goldfields in Western
Australia. In other respects it is rather a
nice spot. From time to time members op-
posite have desired to impress unpon the
public the faet that there is no such thing
as class distinetions or classes struggling for
a living, and that everything is equal, fair
and just for all. The first words we find
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in the Speech are these—“Mr. President
and hon. members of the Legislative Coun-
cil; Mr. Speaker and members of the Legis-
lative Assembly.” I need do no more than
read these words, from which members will
see whether any distinetion is made or nof.
Of course there are distinctions, even ow the
oceagion of the opening of Parliament.

Mr. Sampson: You draw a strict class
line.

Mr. MARSHALL: I do, but the intelli-
gence of the hon. member might not bhe
capnble of percetving it.

Alr. Sampson: That depends on the way
I am looking.

Mr. MARSHATLL: I would rather see
a motion passed at the end of the session
that the Speech for the following session
should be taken as read. That would save
a lot of expense and facilitate the business
of the House.

Mr. Lindsay: Surely you would not de-
prive the ladies of a fine social function?

Mr. MARSHALL: T do not know that
it is a very creditable one. The whole thing
could be eut out without doing injury to
anyone. Ome portion of the debate appeals
to me, namely the efforts of the Opposition
to arrive at a basis on which to attack the
Government. Three points have been raised
as a reason for referring to the objection-
able administration of the Government in
the eves of the Opposition.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: What are
they?
Mr. MARSHALL: The member €or

West Perth (Mr. Davy) declares that we
should forsake the worn-out miners, give
themn no compensation, and pay no heed to
their cares.

Hon. Sir James
rothing of the sort.

Mr. MARSHALL: Xe suggested we
should not go on with the insurance mea-
snre, and that there were technieal differ-
ences between two Aects of Parliament. e
said we should forsake the worn-ont miners
while we wrangled a little more over the
matter.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: He said you
were not treating them fairly becanse there
is no law under which they could be so
treated. :

Mr. MARSHALL: They appreciate the
tact that thev are better treated since there
has been a change of Government. When
the measure was first introduced, there was
no mention of compensation in the Minars’
Phthisis Aet. Tt was not until the then

Mitehell: He aaid
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Opposition fought the Bill that the then
Minister for Mines withdrew it and
amended it.

Hon. Sir James Mifchell: What are your
other points?

Mr., MARSHALL: Another was that
of preference to unionists. It is a wonder
the United Party and the Covntry Party did
not move a no-confidence motion owing to
the growls they have utlered againsi the
Government,

Hon. G. Taylor: We are like your party;
we are divided.

Mr. MARSHALL: We¢ know the memn-
bers of the Country Party are the sole re-
presentatives of the primary producers. The
cross-henches indieate that night affer night.

Mr. Lindsay: 1 fill them rather well.

Mr. MARSHALL: The redeeming fea-
ture about them is that they represent the
primary producers as well whether they are
out of their places or in them. The member
for Katanning, when speaking against the
principle of preference to unionists, was
utterly wide of the mark., The hon member
has had no edueation in the industrial move-
ment, having been an employer practically
all his life. Therefore he cannot conceive
the principle of preference to unionisis as
it is coneeived hy those with actual experi-
ence of industrial conditions. He said it
was positively unfair that the present Gov-
ernment should utilise the money of the tax-
payers to enforece a party principle—that
principle, of course, being preference to
unionists. If the bon. mewber lLad been
consistent, [ would not have referred to
this matter at all. The hon. member says it
matters not what man offers his services to
the Government, they shonld be accepted by
the Government without any enforcement of
the policy of preference to unionists.

Mr. Lindsay: That was quite a logical
utterance, too.

Mr. MARSHALL: The hon. member now
interjecting had something to say on the
subjeet, but 1 shall not take him to task,
as he does not understand the position.
Really the matter is not worth wasting much
time over. An industrialist who will accept
wages and conditions won through efforts
in the Arbitration Court without contri-
buting anything towards the cost of those
efforts, 15 worse than a pickpocket, seeing
that a pickpocket does at least take the
risk of heing eaught and punished. But
the other fellow says, “I will contribute no
financial aid towards the effort to seeure
better conditions and wages, but I will take
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such better conditions and wages as may
be secured through the court.” I consider
the arguments of members opposite hardly
worth answering. However, one feature of
the attitude of the member for Katanning
15 worth noting because of its inconsistency.
He was, 1 believe, a member of this Chaw-
ber in 1917, when £20,000 of the taxpayers’
money was divided amongst a lot of scabs
off the Fremantle wharf. They were noi
paid for services rendered, such as the un-
ionist employed to-day renders to the Gov-
crnment. They were paid by the Govern-
ment of the day for scabbing. The services
they had rendered on the wharf had been
paid for by the shipping rombine, and in
order (o subsidise their disloyalty the Gov-
ernment of the day took the money of the
taxpayers and paid it to the scabs in aceord-
ance with the recommendation of a Royal
Commission. The member for Katanning,
to be consistent, shonld have objected to that
payment. But so long as the principle in
support of which public money is paid re-
presents scabbing and disloyalty, he dons
not objeet, On the other hand, be objects to
unionism.

Mr. Lindsay: He objects to compulsory
unionism.

Mr. MARSHALL: If I am correctly in-
formed, it is only three days since a section
of the primary producers sent a deputation
to the Minister for Agrieulture inviting him
{o introduce legislation which would bring
about compulsory unionism.

Mr. Lindsay: I was not on that deputa-
tion.

Mr. MARSHALIL: But the hon. member
is a vepresentative of the primary pro-
ducers.

Mr. Lindsay: That was not done by the
primary producers.

Mr., MARSHALL: I know hon. members
opposite believe in unionism, but it would be
a sorry thing for unionism if its activities
were limited to the extent to which those
hon. members would permit them to go. 1
have been through the mill, and know hon.
members opposite,

‘ Mr. Teesdale: I hope you are not includ-
ing me.

My, MARSHALL: I would uot include
the hon. member in anything.

Mr. Teesdale: That is all right.

Mr. MARSHALL: The member for Kat-
anning referred to the marvellous freedom
which was won through the signing of
Magna Charta at Ruonymede. I do not
know whether the hon. member has studied
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history deeply, but if he thinks that the
working classes of the England of that day
won much freedom through the signing of
Mbagna Charta, he has not read history
aright. All that Magna Charta did was to
transfer power from a despotic sovereign
to a pack of nobles and harons and their
concubines who were if anything worse than
the king. In point of faet, it was not until
about 400 years later

Houn. G. Taylor: You were there at the
time!

Mr. MARSHALL: If the attitude of the
hon. member in this Chamber is any eriter-
ion, he was there long before, so devoid is
he of modern ideas. If the member for
Katanning had known his subject fully, he
would have bheen aware that King John’s
son, Henry the Third, revoked Magna
Clarta almost before the ink was dry on that
doemment. What freedom have the working
class people of England to-day, several cen-
turies after the signing of Magna Charta?

Mr. Lindsay: The Labour Party have
heen i power.

Mr. MARSHALL: The Labour Party did
not hold office very long.

Mr. Lindsay: This is not the firsi time you
are holding office.

Mr. MARSHALL: Nor will it be the last.
Our periods of office have been brief. o
lact due not to our polifical administration
or our political programme, but to politieal
trickery.

The Premier: Qur terms have been brief
but glorious.

Mr. MARSHALL: Since the last Federal
election we have not heard any more about
Walsh or Johannsen. All that business 15
gone. Walsh and Johannsen are in the ice
chest for two more years. In due course
they will be unearthed, and then there will
be more indusirial trouble and fresh up-
heavals. While foolish workers lend them-
selves to such taecties, they will remain in
the position they occupy to-day. It is all
a matier of education. Probably one or twn
little stunts such as that now being indulged
in by the Bruce-Page Glovernment, who are
trying to put the workers back ahout a
century—— ’

Hon. G, Taylor: 1 don’t like their chaneces.

Mr. MARSHALL: Neither do I. How-
ever, the attempt is heing made. When the
workers not only of this ecountry but of the
whole world awaken to the polilical trickery
that is praetised from time to time, then,
but not until then, will they get relief
through political avenues. As for Magua
Charta, the toiling riasses won no frecdom
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through it; nor do the workers of to-daj
enjoy any considerable measure of freedom
If it is freedom to toil or starve, then thej
have freedom. The workers must either tol
or go hungry.

Mr. Teesdale: But everybody toils a bif
Even you toil 2 bit.

Mr. MARSHALL: The hon, member is
quite right. T toil a great deal.

Hon. G. Taylor: You look like it.

Mr. MARSHALL : The hon. membe:
cannot expeet me to say that of him.

Hon. G. Taylor: I did not expect you to.

Mr. MARSHALL: If ever the hon. mem-
Ler toiled, it was to become an opportunist.
I fail to see where the freedom of the
workers ecomes in. The workers of to-day
have not even the choice of employers.
Owing to economic pressure, a worker dare
not leuve one job for fear of not getting
another.

Hon. (. Taylor: Let me tell you I am not
anxions to leave this job.

Mr. MARSHALL: No, but the workers
are anxiously awaiting an opportunity to
vid the hon. member of it. I made onc
such prognostication here with regard to a
member sitting behind the late Govern-
wment. I fold him he was not too popular
with his electors. He replied that he had
won his seat twice withont the assistance
of Labour, and that he would do so again.
But he has been out of this IHouse ever
sinee the election which took place shortly
afterwards.

Mr. Teesdale : Dor’t tell me the samea
(hing, for Heaven's sake!

Mr. MARSHALL : I have too much
vaspect for the hon. member.

Hon, G. Taylor: Youn are pretty hard on
me, though; and there are not too many of
us left,

Mr. MARSHALL: I do not know that
anyone outside the Treasury has much
chance of gauging the exaet finaneial posi-
lion of the State,

The Premier: That is where I come in.

Mr., MARSHALL: Until the Budget is
delivered by the Treasurer, it is not possible
for a private membher to know exactly how
the finances stand. The Governor’s Speech
merely states the total receipts and the
total expenditure. Consequently there is
little enlighterment regarding the details
of the State’s financial affairs. I will refer
briefly to the Premier’s attitude on the per
capita payments. Tt is ereditable to the
hon. gentleman that he took early aection
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n the matter. The payments mean a great
leal to Western Australia. I do not know
vhat they mean to the other States, but Lo
ndge by what took place at the Confer-
:nee of Premiers it seems that every Statz
vill be very unfavourably affected if the
lommonwealth proposals are adopted.
iIso desire to congratulate the Federal Gov-
anment, I do not know of any political
iody that is so apt at baving ihe tune called
v others who pay the piper. A few months
igo a conference of manufacturers was
teld in the Eastern States. I have seen nu
weount of the resolutions earried at that
wonference, -but it has been reported in the
western Australian Press that there was
v lengthy discussion on direct taxation.
Ine paper went out of its way to publish
1 Haghlight photograph of the conference
rroup, in which the Western Australian
lelegates appeared prominently. Over the
wad of one, who is a member of the Legis-
ative Council, there was a cross, and
mderneath the photograph were the words:
‘Direct taxation must go.” I do not sug-
rest that someone ran down Flinders Lane
o the Prime Minister's office and told him
hat direct takation would have to go. It
s remarkable, however, that the conference
1ad scarcely dispersed before the announce-
nent was made that direct taxation was to
w0, and with it the per capita payments.
Che position is very clear. Manufacturers
e hampered by direct taxation only, be-
-ause they derive all the benefits from in-
lireet taxation through the high tariff.
Cherefore, ons would be right in inferrine
hat the Australian . manufacturers in-
‘ormed the TFederal Government that they
shonld rehnguish direct taxation. If all
»olitica) hodies accepted such intimations,
t might be better for some people. 1 will
10t procecd further with this subject, be-
‘aunse it can he left to the Premier to see
hat the State gets a fair deal, Tt is
learly seen that the National Government
ire not hackward in taking a sly hint from
hose who pay the piper, who keep them in
olitical office, and who pay for propaganda
hat stirs up the passions of the people at
ilection fime with references to Tom
Valsh, Johannsen, and others.

Mr. Stubbs : But those people are on
rour side !

Mr. Sampson: Now give us something
ithout maneanese.

Mr, MARSHALL: T do not know about
nansanese, but no one ean be at ease in
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the hon. member’s presence. With refer-
ence to recent happenings, I have much iu
comnon with the views of the member for
Fremantle {Mr, Sleeman). I do not wish
to be misunderstood. I am no more anxions
to retard the progress of the State than is
the Premier, the Minister for Lands, or any
olher member of Parliament. I believe
that if the progress of Western Australia
warranis a migration scheme, then a
policy upon sound economic lines is per-
missible, If the migration policy is to have
the effect of displacing Australian-born
workers, and it migrants are to get prefer-
ence over Australians in the development of
our rural areas, I, as an Australian-born,
mnst enter an emphatic protest. Speaking
on the Address-in-reply last night, the Min-
ister for Lands argued that, under the pre-
sent agreement, there was provision relating
to public works. I do not know whether the
agreement has been ratified, and it does not
matter to me, because it will not receive my
support. I do not consider it, is in the best
interests of the State at the present junc-
ture. Regarding public works, the Minister
for Lands said that the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment—not the Imperial Government—
would contribute praetieally the whele cost
of the migration poliey, and that we would
receive £75 per head for each migrant for
all public works. I fail to see how it can
be argued logically that we should import
migrants for public works, when we have
an overdose of unemployment already within
the State.

The Premier: The hon. member misunder-
stands the position. It does not follow that
because provision is made in the agreement
regarding public works, it means that the
migrants are to earry out those publie works.
Tt does not mean the importation of lahour
for those partienlar works.

Mr. MARSHALL: I quite understand
that. If we borrow money under the terms
of the migration agreement, and assuming
we require £300,000 for new publie works,
before we get that money we must bring in
a certain number of migrants.

The Premier: The construetion of these
publie works will enable us to place men on
the land and not on those works.

Mr. MARSHALL: 1 understand there is
a elause in the migration agreement respect-
ing land settlement. We cannot have our
eake and eat it teo. The money we shall
receive will bhe for specifie works, and we
will be obliged to bring in a certain number
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of people apart from those required for land
settlement.

The Premier: Not necessarily for public
works.

Mr. MARSHALL: I thigk the Premier is
correcl. There is this point to be remem-
bered. The Minister for Lands said that if
50 per ceni. of the migrants settled on the
land proved eflicient, the scheme would be
successful.

Mr. Clydesdale: Canada velies on a 20
per cent. efficiency.

Mr. MARSHALL: That is all right, but
what becomes of the 50 per cent. who are
not effierent?

Mr. Sleeman: They join the others who
are already unemployed.

Mr. MARSHALL: Of course, that is the
position. They are all over the State to-day.
Apart from that, under the agreement we
will bring in a numher of migrants who will
nof be allocated to land settlement, but will
be admitted purely as industrialists. T in-
tended to ask questions, with a view to
finding out hdw many nominated migrants
have come out.

Mr. SBampson: That information has been
furnished.

Mr. MARSHALL: Then I have over-
looked it. The references in the Governor’s
Speech do not convey the information I re-
quire. I da not desire to oppose any legis-
lation, nor do I wish to be hostile {o an¥
agreement arrived at between the Federal or
Imperial Governments, or hefween those
Governments and the State, nor do T desire
to do anything that may prove injurions to
the State. On the other hand, I will not
stand for any agreement or policy, irrespec-
tive of what party may be in power, that
will merely mean the transfer of the unem-
ployed from the heart of Tondon to the
heart of Western Australia.

Mr. Teesdale: Don’t forget that you get
£1,250,000 free of charge with them!

Mr. MARSHALL: That is what is in-
fluencing the hon. member.

Mr. Teesdale: It is not hard to take, and
the Treasurer appreciates it.

Mr. MARSHALL: We all appreciate
cheap money. What the hon. member over-
looks is the question as to how our economic
salvation will be worked out under any
agreement that merely transfers the unem-
ploved from onc part of the Empire to
another.

Mr. Teesdale: We require population so
thet we may settle them here.

Mr. MARSHALL: Of course, we de.
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Mr, Teesdale: I recognise that we do not
want unemployment.

Mr. MARSHALL: The question arises
whether we can have hoth under existing eir-
cumstances.

Mr. Tcesdale: The country is big enough,
and Heaven knows we have not reached our
Hmit yet,

Mr., MARSHALL: The country is big
enough to take in all England, including the
sovergign head. It is big enough to take
one or two other nations as well, but the
fact remains, the State is not sufficiently
developed to absorb those people. We can
not even absorb those who are here to-day

Mr, Sampson: Nonsense! ‘

Mr. MARSHALL: We are issuing doles
to the unemployed now, and have been doing
so during the last few months,

Mr. Teesdale: We cannot avoid that alte
gether, but we can absorb them when th
migrants come here.

Mr. MARSHALL: T can see what is hap
pening to-day! Tn order fo get cheaj
money, to which one cannot be too hostile
because it helps in the development of th
State, we are sacrificing the manhood o
our Australian citizens.

My, Teesdale: But the Government ar
dealing with the few now out of employ
ment. Give them time!

Mr. MARSHALL: Tt is not a matter o
these men being out of employment for & fev
weeks or 50, but some have been in and ou
of employment for a year or more. The
have got sufficient merely to keep body am
soul together. This is no innovation tha
has crept in during the last few months,

Mr. Latham: It has been so during th
last two years.

Mr. MARSHALL: The unemploved proh
lem commenced to become acute when th
mining industry started to decline rapidly.

Mr. Teesdale: Every State has had it
share.

Mr, MARSHALL: DBut we are not doin
justice to the people of Western Australic

Hon. G. Taylor: They have not too mue
to eomplain of.

Mr. MARSHALL: The hon. member i
not compelled to assoeiate with those I mee
daily.

My, Latham: In the city?

Mr. MARSHALL: Yes, and, strange t
say, I know of a similar instance in a tow
600 miles away.

Mr. Latham: There are a good many pec
ple who go out locking for work on mar
ganese deposits, and s¢ on.
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Mr. MARSHALL: I am fully conversant
rith the position in my own electorate. On
1y last visit there, I met three men. For-
anately, the Minister for Works was there
t the time and knew one of them, They
ad been sent up by the Labour Bureau.
Vhen I asked who had sent them there they
aid Mr. Hitchins had rung up a depart-
1ental officer. They did not know who that
Micer was, which was fortunate for the
officer but unfortunate for me, He inquired
£ the railway line from Meekatharra to the
forsehoe deposit of manganese would be
tarted. They said, “Yes, immediately. Send
bem along.”” Those three men were destitute
nd were being maintained by the Jocal com-
wnity. I wired to Mr, Hitchins to see if
ustenance could be granted till they got work.
Jso I wired te two or three employers who,
. thought, wanted men. We got work for
hem, but no sustenance. At all events the
nemployed market of the city was relieved
> that extent. I do not wan{ that sort of
hing in my electorate. It is utterly unjust
o send men 600 miles to a railway head and
here leave them destitute.

Mr. Teesdale: But you found work for
hem.

Mr. MARSHALL: We had to find it.

Mr. Sampson: Surely three extra nien on
he Murchison is not a very important mat-
er.

Mr. MARSHALL: It meant displacing
ther men. The same thing applies in re-
pect of the migration agreement; we aie
rerely putting onc lot of men out of werk
o put in another.

Alr. Sleeman: You do not find foreigners
mongst the unemployed.

Mr. MARSHALL: No, because the em-
sloyers find their cheap labour amongst the
oreigners.

Mr. Latham: Who amongst the employers
5 getting that eheap labour?

Mr. MARSHALL: I cannot say.

My, Latham: Of course not. Tt is just
nother wild statement, such as you usually
rake,

Me, MARSHALL: I will make some
vilder statements directly. T believe 2,000
r more foreigners from southern Europe
ave landed in this State within the last two
ears. No matter where you go in this State,
ou will not find one of them unemployed.

Mr. Latham: It shows they are pretty
ood battlers.

Hon. G. Taylor:
hat?

How do you explain
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Mr. MARSHALL: In this way: The Min-
ister for Agriculture bad to circularise those
drawing movey from ecither the Industries
Assistance Board or the Agricultural Bank
that they were to expend that money on Aus-
tralian or British labour.

Mr. Latham: It was a scandalous in-
struction.

My, MARSHALL: None of us hold yon
responsible for anything you might say.

Mr, Lindsay: Surely the instruetion was
not issued by the Minister for Agricultura.

Mr. MARSHALL: Well it was issued by
the permanent head. Tt is very easy for one
to make a slip of the tongue. I remember
when the hon. member himself made a slip
that might have landed hWim in the divorece
court, T want to compliment the Y.A.IL.
upon their latest movement. Tt is well

‘worthy of the Government’s support, and

those responsible for it should be duly com-
mended. But te support a migration scheme
under which, merely because we can get
cheap money for development

Mr. Latham: Development provides work.

Mr. MARSHALL: I want to emphasise
the point that if our migration agrecment is
only going fo transfer unemployed from one
part of the Empire to another to displace
Woestralian workers, it will get no support
from me.

Hon. G. Taylor: You do not charge the
migration policy with having put those three
out-of-works into the Murchison distriet?

Mr, MARSHALL: No, but we never
know what influence it might have. DBaut
for the migration policy, those three men
men might have been employed down here.
The same thing is happening on the Eastern
goldtields to-day. Men and women dis-
placed by the decline in mining are not com-
ing down here to take up other avocations.
are not going into the agricaltural distriets
in a vain guest for land, but are leaving the
State, So it scems we are merely paying to
bring out people, not acclimatised to Austra-
lian conditions, to take the places of our
Australian born. I have nothing against

the migrants themselves, but just as
I am inclined to be loyal to the
land of my birth, so are the migrants

coming into this State.

Mr. Latham: You wili be disloyal if you
do not get more people to put on the land
waiting to be peopled.

Mr. MARSHALL: Unless I can see n
great change of policy regarding land set-
tlement, a change that will provide greater
consideration for young Australiang, I will
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not support the migration scheme. The
foreigners within our gates are employed,
while Australians are looking for work.

Mr. Sampson: How do you explain that?

Mr. MARSHALL: By the love of the
employers in this State for cheap labour.
1 want to see Australians getting preference,
not only in land seitlement, but in employ-
ment also. These migrants are induced to
come out here by misleading posters, hold-
ing up Australia as a great garden flowing
with milk and honey. They are told it is
the hest country in the world for the work-
ers.

Hon. G. Taylor: So it is.
¢ Mr. MARSHALL: I agree. But there is
a great desire on the part of the employers
to upset it all,

Hon. G. Taylor: Oh, nonsense!

Mr. MARSHALL: 1t is all very well for
the hon. member to take up that attitude,
but 1 knew him when he was of another
political faith and when he used stronger
words than mine in support of the view
1 am pulting forward. 1 knew him when
he was pushing a bicyele through Kookynie
and swallowing morve fire in one evening
than 1 have done the whole of my life.

Hon. G. Taylor: You could not get men
to do work in those days. There was so
much work to be done and so few to do 1t,

The Premier: Them was the days!

Mr. MARSHALL: I have seen as many
as M) or 40 men attending at each mine at
each shift, and that at the very time when
the hon, member used to go through there.
Uf course we bad unemployed then. 1 will
say this, that because of so many new dis-
coveries many of the best men were con-
stantly on the move, and so other men gal
their turn aft employment. But we had un-
employment then as bad as it has cver been.
Coming to the mining industry, I want to
commend the Government on their adminis-
tration and also on the legislation they have
introduced, legislation that has had a bene-
ficial effect upon the industry. I do not hold
out very much hope for any great progress
in the industry for some time to come. IE
the ves-no high tariff-freetrade c¢ombina-
tion in the Federal Parliament continue 1o
hold ofiice for any great length of time,
there will be very few industries left in this
State. Tt is not to be expected that the
mining industry wonld be attractive to in-
vestors when we see almost daily in the
various market reports that there is some
Government, perhaps three or four, going on
the market for n loan. At present money
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is dear, which indicates that there are in
abundance avenues of investment offering
gilt-edged securities. With finance in such
a condition, it is not to be expected that iu-
vestors should be prepared to take a certain
amount of risk in gold mining ov any ether
form of mining. [ do not think it will be
until other avenues of investment dry up
somewhat and money becomes cheaper that
we shall be able to reach that stage, and
some time must elapse before that will
happen,

per. Sampszon: You are glorifying eapital,

Mr. MARSHALL: That is more than 1
can do for the hon. member; I would never
glorify him.

Mr. Latham: It would not be much of a
compliment if you did,

Mr. Teesdale: You do not want the one
per cent. eut down, do you?

Mr. MARSHALL: In my district and in
almost every goldmining distriet, deposits
have been unearthed which, had they been
discovered 25 or 30 years ago, would have
brought thousands of pounds. There are
finds like that at Mt. Vernon carrying in
places very rich ore, but the poorest of
which is payable. It has been tested over
a length of three or four miles, and thougl
it has been under offer for some time, nc
one will offer a reasonable price for it.

Mr. Clydesdale: How far is it from s
railway?

Mr. MARSHALL: A long way. Mi. Sit
Samuel is 60 miles distant, and that in turr
is over 100 miles.from Leonora. There 1
another belt known as Cole’s Find nea
Wiluna.

Mr. Heron: That should come when the
railway is builf to Wilnna.

Mr. MARSHALL: When that happens
the hon. member will not be a member of
this House. Cole’s Find has been tested hy
the State battery recently, and is yielding
good results,” [f is a fine belt of country
and though it is close to the most attractive
of the outer fields—Wiluna—mo one wil
undertake the working of those leases. Ther
is also the Jimble Bar deposit of which .
cannot speak personally, but which T am in
formed is a very good surface deposit. A
friend of mine sampled it along the surface
and said it was one of the finest he hac
seen. No development work had been dom
at the time, and of course it was impossibli
to say whether the values went down. The:
we have Nabberu, and also the Mistletoe bel
of country. If those helts had been discov
ered 20 vears ago——
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Mr. Mann: Or at aay time prior to the
Nar.

Mr, MARSHALL: That is so—they would
wve brought thousands of pounds. In fact,
secple would have rushed them. In the
qarly days mining companies in the Old
Jountry sent representatives here, and
some of them were dismissed because they
iid not buy propositions. I knew of one
v two who were dismissed because they
vould not spend the money given to them.

Mr., Mann: If Wiluna proves all right,
lo not you think the others will come also?

Mr. MARSHALL : Wiluna is a feld
seculiar to itself,

Mr. Panton: Like the hon. member.

Mr. MARSHALL: There is no field com-
sarable to if. It is an extraordinary belt
‘hat compares favourably with the Golden
Mile in length and width, if not in rich-
1ess.  Mass production is the only possible
‘hance in these days of a yes-no high pro-
:ection freetrade l'ederal Government.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: The Treasurer is all
sight,

Mr. MARSHALL: I intended to get ex-
raets from some of the speeches of Dr.
Earle Page on the subject of the tariff,
sefore he toock a seat on the Treasury
yenches, with a view to quoting them for
‘he edification of members on the cross
senches. They make wonderful reading.
The most incomprehensible thing is how
Dr. Earle Page could possibly make such
1 political somersault.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: Oh, no!

Mr, MARSHALL : Of course the hon.
member has done the same thing himself,
30 he could see no fault in the Federal
Trenszurer. I compliment the Government
»n the favourable consideration they have
riven the mining industry, but there are
many minor changes that might be con-
sidered.

Mr. Mann: They have done all the big
things?

Mr. MARSHALL: All that any intelh-
zent Government could have done, but as
no intellirence was displayed before they
:ntered office. much remained for them to
lo.

Mr. Mann: That is rather a qualification
f vour previous statement.

Mr. Sampson: Could vou say it again?

Mr, Latham: He cannot finish it now.

Mr. MARSHATLL: Not if T am to be
Parliamentary. Certain anomalies exist.
I regrel that the Minister could not see his

" that
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way clear to concede the requests of the
Prospectors and Leaseholders’ Assocation
of Meekatharra regarding the objectionable
position in whieh a person is placed when
he desires the forfeiture of a lease.

The Minister for Agrieulture: I shall
forfeit more, if necessary.

Mr. MARSHALL: I believe in the leases
Leing worked, and the Minister ean rely
upon my support in that direction. T agreu
with these men, however, who regard it
as objectionable to have to jump a lease and
then apply for the forfeiture. Let me
quote one case. The Minister knows the
parties, There is a great mining magnate
in Perth who claims to have done more to
develop the mining industry than has any
other individual, but wherever I have trav-
elled in this State and inquired about lease-
holders whose leases were nol being
worked, his name has been mentioned. If
holding mining leases and preventing others
from working them is developing the
mining industry, his claim is justified.

The Minister for Agriculture: Who is the
man?

Mr. MARSHALL: Claude de Bernales.

Mr. Teesdale: He did a bit for Wiluna,

Mr. Mann: He brought the capital into
Wiluna.

Mr. MARSHALL: He did nothing of
the kind. :

The Premier: He is taking it out. He is
metting £10,000 for his share, and has pat
nothing in.

Mr. Mann : He induced others to put
money into Wiluna.

Mr. MARSHALL: Let me tell the mem-
ber for Perth that if any man was respon-
sible for keeping money out of Wiluna, il
was the same gentleman. He paid praeti-
cally nothing for the leases and the equip-
ment on them.

Mr. Latham: Those leases were open leo
others.

Mr. MARSHALL: No, not until T came
into Parliament. Not until then were they
open to others.

The Minister for Agriculture : Where
does he hold leases now that are liable to
forfeiture?

Mr. MARSHALL: I wish to deal par-
ticularly with the procedure necessary to
secure the forfeiture of a lease. Before
doing so, let me tell the memher for Perth
the eentleman referred to, having
cecured the Wilnna leasis for a mere song,
now vants many thousands of ponnds for
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the same property. Many years ago I
understand he turned down a proposition
offered by a company on the Golden Mile,
the cash value of which would have been
sufficient to equip ard develop the Wiluna
mines, If the previous Minister for Mines
had forfeited those leases when application
was made for their forfeiture—they were
no good to the prospector who would have
merely picked them over

Mr. Mann: You bave to thank him for
the company.

Mr. MARSHALL: I shall not thank an
exploiter for anything. At one period the
leases were worked by that gentleman and
the wages were not paid until reeently,
many of the men having died and others
having left the State so that the liability
was very much reduced. I have no time
for a man that sweats others and hangs up
valnable portions of the State awaiting
preminms that are undeserved. Members
say he brought money into Wiluna; he
kept money out of Wiluna. It was the
business people who kept Wiluna going;
they kept the employees of Bernales in
food and elothing. The member for Perth
will remember that when he entered Par-
liament, at about the same time as I did—
the electors alone were responsible for that
—these leases were in liquidation. At that
time it was not possible for a prospeetor
to apply for the forfeiture of a lease
for breach of the Mining Aect until
he first obtained permission from a
Judge of the Supreme Court. If a
man wanted to apply for the forfeiture
of any lease that was in liquidation he would
have to obtain the permission of a Supreme
Court judge in Perth before he could do so.
The sly gentleman who owned these proper-
ties knew this. He violated all the prin-
ciples of the Mining Aet, but did not care
about that. He knew the cost would be ton
great for any ordinary prospector to go fo
the expense of applying for forfeiture in
this way. What the people did, however,
was to get together the funds to enable them
to finance one of their number to go through
this procedure. Application was then made
for the forfeiture of one or two of the
leases. On the second or third ocecasion,
when the application was heard at the War.
den's Court, the advocate for the gentleman
in question declared that the prospector was
a professional jumper.

The Minister for Mines: Who was that?

Mr. MARSHALL: George Gazford.
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The Minister for Mines: He is a fine ol¢
chap.

Mr. MARSHALL: In a small com
munity people become well acquainted. I
one of their number owns a mining tene
ment he knows that none of his friend:
would make any attempt to jump his lease
The people in the distriet think it would b
advisable if the Government Inspector
Mines, i the course of his ordinary four
were empowered to see for himself wha
leases were being worked and what other
were being neglected. If in his opinion :
lease was not being worked as it should be
he could then summon the lessee before the
warden to show cause why it should not Iy
forfeited. When mining was cheaper thar
it is now, people did not mind a man own
ing a lease that was out of operation, bhe
cause there were probably others offering a:
zood an opportunity as that one offered
To-day the cost of mining and prospeeting
is so high that people desire to get as clos
as possible to the State batteries. When !
lease is not being worked a good deal o
dissension is caused in the community, an¢
they generally wrangle with the lessee
There would be no harm in the Governmen
inspector summoning the holder of such :
lease to show cause why it should not h
forfeited.

Mr. Clydesdale: Are many of these lease
held up?

Mr. MARSHALIL: There are some
Prospectors like to get elose to a battery
The subsidy granted by the Minister 3
much appreciated, for it has brought th
prospectors within a radius of five miles o
& battery, although their shows may be 3
miles away as the erow flies. I am informes
that even with this concession the tonnag
treated at State batteries has not inereased
T think that is partly due to the inerease
cost of mining. It is very difficult now U
get anyone to back a prospector, for owing
to the cost of mining this sort of work ha
become very expensive. I am informed thal
there are several low grade propositions
close to State batteries. Ministers for Mine
have often stated that the great trouble wit!
State hatteries is that they are out of worl
for so long during the year that they de
preciate greaily in value.  IF they were
kept continually in operation, they wouic
not deteriorate nearly to the same extent
The prospectors say that some advantam
might be derived if low grade ore were
erushed free of charge. This would keer
employed a number of persons who woulc
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1Ty on their work in the hope of striking
omething better. I speak from personal
tbservation of these matters. I know the
Wlicers of the State Batteries Department,
ind from a technical point of view eould
ot wish for better. I believe they are sin-
iere in their desire to do justice to the State
15 well as to the prospector. From what I
1ave seen, however, of two batteries in my
lectorate, there seems to be a desire to
kimp the expenditure required to keep them
n repair. Some time ago the Minister for
Mines visited Peak Hill and heard the com-
Maints that were made to him, He said they
vould be attended to. I had a lock at the
tate battery recently after it had been re-
ionditioned.  From the point of view of
(ticient returns it is not in as fit a condition
15 it was when the Minister was there.

The Minister for Mines: It is less than
.2 months since I was there.

Mr. MARSHALL: Money was spent on
econditioning it with this result. I under-
tand that it is to be put right. I should
ike to know how these things oceur. There
s the same slipshod method of recondition-
ng evidenced in the Meekatharra baitery.
(he * officers know betier. Perhaps the
ooney is not available. It is time more
noney was spent in the direetion of
wafting the Meekatharra and Peak Hill
atteries into an efficient condition. Cer-
ainly both of them are far from effi-
ient at present. T have nol seen the Meeks-
harra battery since the mortice blocks were
reconditioned, but I shall take the first op-
poriunity of doing so, and T hope I shall
ind a great improvement on the Peak Hill
State battery. The Railway  Department
s a hardy annual with me., T am just about
ived of trying to obtain some reform ip
he railway transportation of human storlk
ind live stoek on the Murchison.

Mr. Mann: You will get the reform when
you get a change of Government.

Mr. MARSHALL: Possibly; but M the
hange brings baek the old personnel, it
¥ill be a change for the worse. Hon, mem-
wers opposite might at least admit that when
n office they did very little for the mining
ndustry.

The Minister for Mines: When they come
sack they will fight like Kilkenny cats:.

Mr. MARSHALL: No doubt they will
some back, but not within the next decade.
he people of this State are too
hrewd to let them come back. With
egard to railway transportation, while
mother member was speaking T in-
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terjected that the condition of the rolling
stock used between Geraldton and Meeka-
tbarra was ap evidence of the inefficiency of
our railway system. I repeat that expres-
sion of opinion now, and largely 1 blame
the Murchison people themselves for the
position that exists. Even when there were
many thousands of people at Day Dawn,
AMagnet, Sandstone, and other centres of the
Murchison, even in those days of prosperity,
the people were singularly content to put up
with anything whatever that the Railway De-
partment liked to shove on them. In con-
sequence the department have grown to look
upon the Murchizon as a depot for worn-
aut rolling stoek, at all events in regard to
passenger coaches.

Lieut.-Colone! Denton: Evidently you have
not travelled on the Midland railway.

Mr. MARSHALL: No, but probably I shall
do so some day. It ean bhardly be worse
than the Murchison line. Strangely enough,
nobody seems to be responsible for the run-
ning of the trains on the Murchison section.
It does not seem to matter whether a train
eets in on time or off time. I have been in
correspondence with the department about
the irregularity of the service. Although
there is a schedule for the trains to run to,
it seems to be impossible to secure punectu-
ality. The member for Cue (Mr. Chesson)
referred to this matter, and he would have
been justified in using strong language with
vegard to it. Residents of Cue come to the
railway siation to catch the train at sche-
dule time, about 2.30 a.m. The train may
not have even reached Magnet by that hour.
Consequently inlending passengers do not
know where the train is, or how long they
will have to wait. All they can do is to lie
down on the asphalt and wait. That is not
proper treatment to mete out to people with
long jonrneys before them. They should be
entitled to expeel that trains will run to
schedule time. The time table has heen ex-
tended twice, the last time by an hour: and
still the trains are frequently as late as, or
even later than, they were prior to the nlter-
ation of the schedule. I have also to comn-
plain of the water service on the trains. T
wrote to the department on the matter, aml
have a promise that any oeccasion for eom-
plaint will be obviated in the future. There-
fore 1 shall not offer further commenis at
this juncture; bat if the promise iz earried
out in the same way as the promise that long-
distance passengers would get preference of
reats and of clean compartments when
changing trains at Mullewa, the department
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will know I have been speaking. I am he-
coming impatient, beeause it is a shameful
state of affairs when women and echildren
have to travel 600 miles without a drop of
fresh water tor them to drink. For the
swell bugs from the Eastern States on the
expresses the most unp-to-dote catering 1s
furnished. They enter this eity and gat o
line of orders for Eastern States houses and
then go back again. They are catered for
wonderfully. But good solid eitizens who
develop this State are put off with refuse.

Mr. Mann: Have you any trouble in get-
ting the present Minister for Railways to
remedy those defeects?

Mr. MARSHALL: I have not troubled
the Minister, because T have come to the
eonclusion that one ean get as mueh from
the department as from him,

Mr. Latham: You think you will get some:
thing from this House?

Mr. MARSHALL: If it is to be in ihe
line of intellizence, it will never eome from
the hon. member interjecting. There is
another complaint 1 have to ventilate. It
is only a sample, though perhaps the most
glaring one, of several complaiuts which
have been brought under my notice regard-
ing the transport of merchandise and live-
stock on the train from Meekatharra, 1
have communications from Eves & Co., of
that town, who lodged a claim to recover
£7 7s. 2d. for sugar damaged in transit from
Fremantle to Meekathara.

Mr. Mann drew attention to the state of
the House.

[Bells rung, and a quornm formed.]

Mr. MARSHALL: T would not refer to
this matter were it not for the fact that it is
one of many similar incidents, Further-
more, I wisk to impress upon hon. members
that the loss involved has to be borne by
the workers at Meekatharra. Eves & Co.
wrote to the Railway Department pointing
out that the doors attached to the truek
had become unhinged and had worked to and
fro, with the result that about seven bags of
sugar had been damaged and the contents
lost. They got no satisfaction from the de-
partment and I tock the matter in hand. To
my eommunication I received the following
reply—I will not quote the whole of the
letter—

No. 2,
T do not know where the evidence came
from. I assume the evidence was given by
the officer responsible for the occurrence—

The cvidence clicited shows——
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—that the consignment in question was duoly
loaded inte van D376, a direet truck for
Meckatharra, and the vehiele was in perfeci
order when despatched from Fremantle. The
only explanation of the occurcuce is that the
doors became dislodged owing bo oseillation
whilst in transit.

That is the departmental explanation, but 1
will not have it. They may be able to put
that sort of stutf over some docile members,
but it will not wash with me.

Mr. Latham:
do?

Mr. MARSHALL: T will tell the hon.
member when the Estimates are before us,
The departmental reply contained further re-
ferences as follows—

No. 3. In dealing with these matters the
Commissioner’s viewpoint may be summar-
ised as follows:—(a) The goods rate book
provides an alternative risk for the convey-
ance of sugar; therefore it is optional for our
clients to accept the risk er place it upon the
Government, (b) The chauce of damage
through oscillatior of truck whilst in transit
1s an orlinary risk of transportation and
one wihich the Department is always willing
to necepd providing the owner of the goods
eleets to place the risk thereon,

Mr. Mann: Were the goods consigned at
the owner’s risk?

Mr. MARSHALL: 7Yes. The department
say that the chance of damage from oscil-
lation represents an ordinary risk and no
one would object to that. However, I have
corresponded with the department respecting
another case but the one T quote ts probably
the most glaring. No one apparently is re-
sponsible and the Murchison people will have
to shoulder the burden. I have also com-
plained to the dcpartment regarding the
system of marshalling trains. I am informed
by the department that owing to the regu-
lations the system cannot be altered. A train
leaving Meekatharra is very often a mixed
one and includes trucks of livestock as well
as those containing sandalwood, refractory
ores and otber similar lines, in addition to
the passenger coaches. Strange to say, the
trucks of livestock are attached to the en-
gine. The result is that at every siding the
stock are shunted backwards and forward
and are bumped continuously. It was sng-
gested that the stoek should be marshalled
in front of the coaches for passenger traffie,
but it was said that the odour might be ob-
Jectionable to the passengers and therefore
that proposal was not favourably received,
T then suggested that the stock should he
marshalled bebind the passenger coaches, but
again the departmental officials said it could

What do you propose to
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not be done owing to the regulations. Un-
der the existing system the stock are landed
in a condition altogether unfavourable to the
growers, owing to the knocking about they
reeeive, and that is quite apart from the
inhuman aspeet of such treaiment fo stock.

Mr. A. Wansbrough: Did you say it was
a regulation?

Mr., MARSHALL: That was what they
told me.

Mr. Withers:
You.

Mr. MARSHALL: The ofticer who spoke
to me on the telephone said that regulations
prevented it. I would advocate putting the
stock in behind the passenger coach so as to
relieve them of ali unnecessary knocking
about. Another matter that seetns to be set-
tled to the satisfaction of the departmental
officers, although not to mine, is in regard
te the time absorbed by special stock trains.
One must ofler some thanks for the redue-
tion in the hours of transit from 52 to 36.
It is a considerable reduction, and the grow-
ers are duly gratefal for it. But it does not
say that all that is possible has been done. I
have had a look at the railway time table
to see haw many stops are entailed in re-
spect of a mixed train leaving Meekatharra,
and how many stops would be necessary for
a special stock train. I find that the ord-
inary mixed train has 57 stops in the 600
miles, but that for a special stock train the
necessary stops should not exceed 15. It is
strange that the one train ean do the journey
in 33 hours 50 minutes, while the special
stock train, with nothing to hinder it but
the necessary 15 stops for water and eoal,
must absorb 36 hours. I got a reply from
the department pointing out that since the
time table had been reduced to 36 hours no-
body cowld expeet anything further. From
my knowledge of those trains and from the
knowledge of the drivers themselves, a
special stock train should average 25 miles
per hour, plus half an hour per 100 miles
for coal and water and the cleaning of fires.
That would bring the stock down here in 28
hours, and T do not think it would be very
diffieult for the department to put this plan
into effect. I want the growers who go ont
into remote parts of the State to be put as
nearly as possible on the same basis as other
growers rtelatively close in to the Mid-
land Junetion saleyards, The railway of-
ficers have done well, T admit, but there
are still possibilities of further material
reduction in the time absorhed in the
transportation of stoek by speeial stock

They were putting it over
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trains, and I hope the department will
make an effort to reduce the schedule to 23
or 29 hours. I will certainly go into the
matter more fully when the Estimates are
before us,

Mr. Mann: Is not 25 miles per hour too
fast for a sfock train?

Mr. MARSHALL: Not on the Murchison
line, where the running is both straight and
level. I have put it up that in other ecoun-
tries special stoek trains are given prefer-
ence of the road.

Mr. Kennedy: That is not right. Passen-
ger trains always come first.

Mr. MARSHALL: T will produce proof
to the hon, member that there are countries
where preference is given to special stock
trains. Even if puaszenyger traffic iuvariably
had preference in other eountries, if is not
to say that we should follow suit. Person-
ally I would rather lose half ap hour in
order to give the stoek preference. If the
conditions were equal for all growers 1
would not mind it so much, but as it is I
feel compelled to do what 1 can in the
interests of the onthack growers. My pro-
position was not favourably received by
the department, and when 1 suggested that
two engines might be necessary the depart-
mental officials said it would not be profit-
able. However, I am not at all prepared
to admit that there is any loss to the de-
partment en a special stock train costing
£420, which is the eost of a train from
Meekatharra. i

Mr. Mann: I was advised to-day that
one rope for a mine at Leonora would eost
£110"in freight. That is greater in prapor-
tion than the cost of a stock train at £420.

Mr. MARSHALL: It has been sald that
there is no inerease in taxation, that where
taxes have been increased it was for a
specific purpose, and that the money wonld
be expended to the advantage of those that
paid it. That does not apply to the
Murchison electorate. It is said that the
proceeds of a tax such as the petrol tax
can be expended for the benefit of the
people generally, but such expenditure does
not benefit the Murehison people. I am in
aeccord with the member for Pilbara whe
quoted the rates of freight charged on the
Port Hedland-Marble Bar line. He spoke
truly when he complained of taxation in
the shape of railway freights, as well as
the taxation on ineome from personal exer-
tion. Some years ago I tried to get an
amendmeni made to the Income Tax
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Assessment Aet, but it was defeated. 1T
suggested the introduction of a zone sys-
tem, and the effect of the amendment

would have been that in remote eentres’

where the cost of living exceeded that of
the city by 20 per cent. or more, the equiva-
lent would be allowed by way of income
tax deduction. Because a worker at Meeka-
tharra, Peak Hill, Nullagine, or Marble Bar
receives an increased rate of wages, it does
not follow that the money is of greater
benefit to him. The workers in such places
receive higher wages only to enable them
to live. Thus an anomaly exists, People
in the metropolitan area enjoy greal ad-
vantages in the matter of taxation. I urge
the need for an amendment of our taxation
assessment to make it more equitable to
the workers far removed from the city,
and give them some relief as suggested by
the member for Pilbara.

Mr. Mann: Are you speaking of land
tax?

Mr. MARSHALL: No, income tax from
personal exertion. All Governments seem
to overlook the unfair position in which
people who go to the baek country are
plaeed. 'There is always an outery against
people flocking to the metropolitan area,
but when people see that some benefit is
to be derived from living there, it is only
natural that they should flock there, I
suppose no one will argue that it is not
more comfortable to live in the city than
in a place like Meekatharra. In the shape
of indireet taxation an additional burden
is imposed upon workers in centres far re.
moved from the city., T have some figures
of railway freights from Fremantle. Tea
is eharged £13 16s. 7d. per ton for a mini-
mum of five tons. Sugar is charged £5 6s.
per ton, and for lots of less than five tons
the rate is £11 3s. 11d. T understand that
storekeepers get their supplies in one-ton
lots, so that they have to pay the maximum
rate. That in tura is passed on to the eon-
sumers—the workers in the pastoral and
mining industries.

Mr. Mann: Are not those things con-
sidered when wages are being fixed §

Mr. MARSHALL: The enst of living is
taken in a eomprehensive way, but what
allowanece is made by the Arbitration Court
for such freights? None at all. What
allowance was made under the basic wage
for dental and optical operations? Only
bare susienance was allowed. If we could
get some relief from this double taxation,
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I would feel more satisfied. No one seems
to notice these anomalies, and no one seems
to care. The proposals of the Federal Gov-
ernment afford a good illustration of what
is happening to the North. We might as
well expect the Federal Government to
administer the affairs of the State as
efliciently as do the State Government as to
expect the State Government to administer
efficiently the affairs of the North-West. I
have before me a map showing that 90 per
cent. of the people of Western Australia
are living in the red spot indicating the
south-west corner of the State. What hope
have the people outside that red pateh of
getting fair and equitable legislation as
against the other 90 per cent.? The State
15 in the same position in relation to the
Federal Government.,

Mr. Davy: That is compensated for a
little because yon represent how many?

Mr. MARSHALL : The hon. member
gives me credit for representing my con-
stituents. That is more than T can give
him eredit for.

Mr. Mann: He was friendly to you and
you gave him an unfriendly reply.

Mr. MARSHALL: I stress the point
that we are paying one fax upon
another, and it is time we received some relief,
that is, if any encouragement is to he given
to people to go into the back country, Many
people will go into the remote parts
to live if they receive reasonably favourable
treatment, but when people hecome aware
of the anomalies existing, they make for the
city where the advantages are greatest. Re-
cently I asked some questions regarding the
relrol tax. It appears that the Minister for
Works is going to be unfortunate in the
matter of his tax; the Federal Government
are after his scalp. What has interested
me ig the amount of money that the Gov-
ernment have been instrumental in putting
into the hands of the eombine, Aesecording
to the replies to my questions, during the
quarter ended the 31st March, 1926, £23,058
of public money was left in the hands of
vendors of petrol to be utilised to their ad-
vantage for a period of three months. That
sort of thing oceurs each quarter in the year.
They have heen permitted to go on utilising
public moneys in any way they think fit,
There is no charge by the Government upon
it. All that the petrcl tax has done to the
Murchison electorate is to place a further
embargo upon its development, and to fat-
ten the combines in the city.
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Mr. Davy: You mean because the Govern-
ment do not collect the tax immediately it
i1s due.

Mr. MARSHALL: That is so. Immed-
iately the Bill went through they charged
as from the 1st January, and held the
money until the 31st March. I suppose in
the ordinary business way they handed
over a cheque al the end of the quarter.

Mr, Davy: The Government hold a lot of
the taxpayers' money, on which they do not
pay any interest.

Mr. MARSHALL: It is pot the duty of
the Government fo grease the fat pig,

Mzr. Mann: How often should they pay the
tax? :

Mr. MARSHALL: If I had my way, no
such tax would be inflicted. I do not see eye
to eye with the Government in this matter.
How long will it be before the Meekatharra
road board district will be gazetted an area
under the Main Roads Act? T hardly think
1 shall live long enough fo see it. The people
of the Murchison are compelled to contribute
towards this tax, believing that some day
in the distant future they will be compensated
for the amount they have contributed towards
the roads in the ciiy and in the Sonth-West.
I opposed the Bill when it was before the
House, and if 1 can do anything to defeat
the scheme I will do it. My attention bas
been drawn fo a feature in the system of
taxation as applied to pastoralists. This is
a case of three struggling persons, who left
the mining industry te take up the life of
pastoralists. As a rule on the Murehison,
waler is obtained at a shallow depth, but on
this occasion after they had spent a long time
in sinking, they failed to get water. They
incurred an expenditure of about £300. Mem-
bers will be surprised to learn that this
amount was made the subject of taxation by
the department, and the men were obliged
to spend further money in filling up the shaft
to prevent stock from falling into it. If it
is proposed to develop the outer portions of
the State, the Government will have to bring
forward legislation of a preferential char-
acter, whether they like it or not. 1 do not

agree that the North-West cannot be devel- -

oped by the State, but it cannot be developed
under the existing system. Some time ago
the Minister for Works sent out a circular
intimating that the Meekatharra Road Board,
amongst other road boards, must pay a tax
of 2d. in the pound for country wards and
1s. 6d. tor town wards, otherwise no further
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subsidies would be granted. I do not know
what was in the mind of the Minister, but
the action appears to be {oo severe. I know
the general opinion is that when squatters are
mentioned, there is nothing more o be said,
becaunse it is generally believed that they live
in the lap of luxury and that they have no
trials, tribulations, or troubles. That is not
correct. On the Murchison there are many
struggling squatters, repatriated soldiers and
others, who find it burdensome to keep pace
with their liabilities. I believe no informa-
tion was elicited by the department when this
circular was issued, and that no facts or fig-
ures were asked for. The circular was issued
in a Mussolini tashion, and as much as to say,
“There it is; do as I tell you or go ont” I
do not know whether the Minister has a right
to say what should be done with public
moneys. From time to time we allocale
moneys for subsidising differeat road boards,
and when it is allocated to that purpose it
should be devoted to it. 1 take exception
to the electors of the Murchison being taxed,
and to the moneys derived from them being
spent on roads in the South-West. On top
of all this, we have received a circular saying
we must impose further taxation upon our-
selves and be called npon to do whai Parlia-
ment says shall not be done. In this cass,
the road hoards should have been consulted.
I am constantly being approached by strug-
gling squatters. It does not matter in the
case of wealthy squatters whether the rate
is 3d. or 44. in the pound. It does matter in
the case of those who have small properties,

and who find the greatest diffienlty in
paying even the interest that is due.
When these echarges are made upon
them in face of their other adver-

sities it is very disheartening for them.
I hope the Minister for Works will to some
extent nullify the effect of the circular. T
understand that the Meekatharra Road
Board wrote to him on the matter. If they
gave him any offence, it wazs not without
gsome justification in the circumstances. I
appeal to the Minister, at least for some
consideration to the struggling growers.
There is, too, the proposed increase in rates
on fown lots, which are mostly held by
ordinary workers. Those workers aresal-
ready labouring under quite sufficient dis-
abilities. Tt is unfair continually to heap
burdens on people who have a hard fight
for existence. There seems to be no end to
the imposition of tax after fax. T under-
stood that there was to be exemption as re-
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gards the entertainments tax, TIncidentally
1 should like information as to the amount
of revenne obtained under that tax. I was
given 1o understand that our entertainments
tax would be administered on the same lines
as the Federal tax had been, and that ex-
emption would be granted to patriotic and
henevolent associations. However, I find that
it is not so. There is a little picture enter-
tainment conducted in Meekatharra for the
benefit of a community of hard toilers, the
only break in their monotonous lives, year
in year out. The receipts go into a fund
which is ntilised to help men injured in the
mines, or to pay their fnneral expenses if
they are killed. Evem from this entertain-
ment the tax is greedily exacted by the
Treasury. I congratulate the Govermment
on the heroie stand they bave taken with
regard to State insurance affer the ferocious
attack of the member for West Perth (Mr.

Davy). Legislation on the subject is years
overdue. A resolution calling for the estab-

lishment of a State insurance office was
carried by this House several sessions ago.
The member for West Perth certainly put
up 2 noble fight for the retention of privi-
leges by the most callous and cold-blooded
geetion of the commercial community.

Mr. Latham: He was attacking the Cov-
ernment because of an illegal action of
theirs.

Mr. MARSHALL: No. His attack was
direeted against State insurance.

Mr. Huoghes: There are about 60 insur-
anece institutions operating in this State.

Mr. Lindsay: There ave 42.

Mr. MARSHALL: The tactics adopted
by the insurance companies, even when
operating under the Workers” Compensation
Act, which involves some Ministerial eon-
trol, are really wonderful. I have here a
letter from a resident of the Greenongh
electorate. It has reached me just recently,
and it discloses a marvellous system. the
like of which T have never struck heforc.
The company collect the insvrance premium,
and when one has paid it one firds that
there is no insurance. I know of nething
that is more shuﬁ‘liné than the course adopted
hy the company. T cannot say whether their
tacties apply to friendly rocieties, hat they
do applv to medical funds such as that es-
tablished at Meekatharra. The Meekatbarra
fund helpz to maintain the local hospital,
thus reducing the ealls on the Government in
goine slight degree. Tt also helps to provide
cheap hospital treatment in eases of occupa-
tional aeccident and of illnese. Evidently
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not notieing the anomaly which existed, the
company paid hospital expenses in two or
three cases of men who suffered injury and
were entitled te compenszation under the
Workers’ Compensation Act but who hap-
pened to be subseribers to the hospital fund.
The anomaly lies in the circumstanee that
those men inewrred no expense by geing
into hospital, since theyv had protected them-
selves by subseribing to the fund. Latterly
the company, and also other companies,
have declared, “We are wnder no liability in
respect of men who amre already protected.”
Mr. Latham: What does the State say?
Mr. MARSHALL : Exaetly the same
thing. However, I am not troubling about
that. What I am concerned about is that
{he companies acknowledged liability at the
start but woke up to the position later,
Then they at once refused to pay. Having
enormousiy reduced their lability, they did
not see fit (o make a corresponding reduc-
tion in the premium. They did not say,
“In view of the existing medieal funds we
will reduce our premiums proportionately.”
Mr. Latham: ¥las the State reduced its
preminm in those cases?
Mr. MARSHALL: No.
State reduce its premium?

My, Latham: The State mighi set an
example, especially as it pays no income
tax.

Mr. MARSHALL: The letter T have is
from Mr. Skuihorpe, of the Surprise lead
mines, and is dated the 13th instant. [t
vneloges a letter from Mr. Rigg, manager
of the Ocean Accident and Guavantee Cor-
peration Ltd.—n beautiful name—to the
metallurgist of the mine, which econtains
the following:—

How could the

llospital eharges. You are not linble for
nursing, and in the event of accounts leing
reecived for hospital charges, the account
must be rendered showing allowance for
maintenanee—

S0 nursing and maintenance go out of the
scheme—
nursing, chemist’s supplies, ete., the former
items being paid by the employee.
The companies contend that all they are
ligble for under the Workers' Compensation
Act is u little physie or lint or ointment, or
the lnan of a few splints obtained from a
chemist’s shop when there is an accident.
Is such an attitude fair?

Mr. Latham : The ecompanies pay for
medieal and surgiczl attendance.
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Mr, MARSHALL: Nothing of the sori.
The attitude of the insurance companies
here, it nothing else, is sufficient to prompt
any humane Government to infroduce legis-
lation tu block them.

Mr. Latham: There is no objection to the
Government introducing legislation,

Mr. MARSHALL: The liberal treatment
meted out fo the workers in Queensland,
where State insurance is in operation, is a
splendid adveriisement for the Labour Gov-
ernment there. Everyone of importance
who has visited Queensland has been im-
pressed by the work of sncecessive Labour
Giovernments in that direction.

Mr. Lindsay: But the Government there
pay only in aceordance with the provisions
of the Act. '

Mr, MARSHALL : Yo, they give more
than that. There was a great ccal mine
disaster and the Government paid out 4%
much as £200 to the widows. Large sums
have been spent in support of indigent per-
sons, such as men or women not eligible for
invalid pensions, but who cannot work.

Mr. Sleeman : There is no argument;
State insurance is the best!

Mr. MARSHALL: Of course it is. Then
there is the Lotteries Biil. I do not know
whether it is the intention of the Govern-
ment to introduce it again, but T consider
they should adopt that course.

Mr. Latham: You should know!
vou not held your Caucus meetings?

Mr, MARSHALL: : 1 eannot see any
justification for the Bill not being intrn-
duced. 1f it were, I think it would be
agreed to in hoth Houses this time. Why
sltould thousands of pounds go out of the
State for the purchase of tickets else-
where? We have not stopped that praetice.
We cannot stop people buying lottery
tickets, and it will always be so. If we had
legislation here to permit lotieries we
would be able to do more for hospitals and
schools, I draw the attention of the Mia-
ister for Health to the urgent necessity fov
hospital accommodation at Wiluna. Some
vears ago a evelone passed over Wiluna
and the  Thospital building was dam-
aged. The Public Works Department
sent an inspector up to examine the
building. Tt is the usnal method fol-
jowed by that Department. The most ex-

Have

nensive  way ig  adopted, involving a
long trip for an inspector, travelling

expenses and so on, all mounting up to add
to the cost of the work. At that period
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Wiluna was suffering from depression but
to-day there is much activity there and up-
wards of 60 men are emploved on the mines,
The only hospital accommodation available
is the remains of one ward, a hessian parti-
tion in the middle separating the male side
from the female portion. The partition is
so low that by sfanding on a bed, anyone
can look over.

Mr, Sampson: That is hardly right.

Mr. MARSHALL: It is so. It was put
there when either the hon. member or My,
Broun was the Minister in charge of the
Department. Now that Wiluna is pro-
gressing, I hope that the present Minister
will take steps to remedy the position.
Only recently a woman was admitted to
the hospital and the nurse had to take her
own bed out to the yard, so that the patient
conld have her room and receive attention.
That is a scandalous state of affairs, and,
in view of the aetivity at Wiluna, it will
not bhe tolerated by the people much longer.
Then the school building is absolutely dis-
eraceful. The children should not be asked
to go into such a room. I do not know
when it was Jast renovated or painted.
Boxes and ecases supply the only facilities
there and the desks are old and hacked
about. I hope that the Minister for Edunca-
tion will give attention to that matter as
well,  As to Federal proposals we hear of,
I will not hesitate regarding my attitude
towards the road grant. The Minister for
Works is enthusiastic about it and most
people here favour it. For my part, I want
nothing from the Federal Government in
the shape of money. In view of the prin-
ciple involved, I will have nothing to de
with the proposal. I do not desire the
Federal Government to put their hands in
one of my pockets to take £1 out merely to
have them put back 10s. into my other
pocket.  Any Government that would
accept soch overtures from the Federal
Government simply provide a rod for their
own backs. More and more the Federal
Government are encroaching npon the
domestie affairs of the State. The
road grant is accompanied by specific
conditions +with whiech we must comply.
Thev dictate terms regarding the mieration:
agreement. They bave established their
own Public Works Department here, and
that T fear is the first step towards taking
over the control of the roads direct, carry-
ing out their own works and spending their
own money in various direetions. The Fed-
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eral Government assisted our people regaril-
ing wire netting. I do not know what the
specified terms were. Now they are going
to start in the mining industry, and so it
will go on. I would far sooner have th=
Government bring in a Bill to abolish the
tariff altogether, leaving us to raise our own
taxzation and spend the money as we think
fit. They argue that it is not right for one
Government fo raise money for another
Government to spend, as is the case with the
per capita payments. They do not adopt
that attitude regarding the other questions
T have referred to, because there is a motive
behind it all. They are trying to cstablish
unification. A leader writer in one of the
newspapers referred to an interjection T
made during the speech of the Leader of
the Opposition and said I had overlooked
the fact that T belonged to a party that had
endorsed the principle of unification. That
gentleman knows nothing about the party.
For his edification I may say there is in the
party’s platform nothing about unifigation,
and that I am not a unificationist. Y want
nothing from the Federal Government, be-
yvond a relaxation of their taxation. T say
let the State raise its own revenue and look
after ils own affairs. We might just as
well be governed from Downing Street as
from Melbourne. As usnal, all the tariff
supporters in this House are out of the
Chamber.

Mr. Latham: You are enough to frighten
anyone out.

Mr. MARSHALL: Tt is a pity our con-
stituents cannof have personal observation
of the way in which the business of the
State is conducted here. It is gratifving to
see the interest members take in the discus-
sions in the House. However, I am strongly
opposed to protection. If I had my way.
I would earry free trade to its fullest ex-
tent. T should not be like those members
who say they would abolish protectiont and
vet have an indirect tax for revenue pur-
poses. I would not have an indirect tax in
any shape or form; T would abolish the lot.

Mr. Latham: We will make you the next
Treasurer.

Mr. MARSHALL: I would not accept
the office, for T might be tempted to follow
the example of the present Federal Trea-
surer and somersault. At one time I sub-
seribed fo the principle of protection, hut I
soon saw the folly of it. Proteetion has no
beneficial effects. Those who scramble for
protection say it brings good wages and
conditions. When the Shylocks of protec-
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tion want some advantage for themselves,
they use that argument. Yet those people
would be the first to infroduce cheap labour
if they could do it. They are not sincere in
their protestations. If protection were
really instrumental in raising wages and con-
ditions, so high is the proteetion from which
we are now suffering that there should be no '
further need for the arbitration court, State
or Federal. But it is not so. Protection is
of value only to those eapitalists who want
to bolster up certain industries for the time
being. We have ever before us the conten-
tion that if the tariff were taken away there
would be an influx of cheap commodities;
in other words, if we did not have the farff
our markets would be glutted. With what?
Mr. Latham: Not with wheat or wool.

Mr. MARSHALL: I do not say our
markets would not be glutted. But they
would he glutted with necessary commodi-
ties. If the tariff barrier were to be liffed,
in would come all sorts of good things re-
quired by the workers. Listening to the
protectionists, one would think the workers
then would not have to work at all; that
they could simply take those commodities
and use them. Of course the argument is
absurd. Commodities would come in, but
only in return for the commodities we were
sending out. My chief objection to protec-
tion is that no man can say what it is cost-
ing the taxpayer. Apart from the dues paid
through the Customs and the burden of eol-
lecting them—which keeps an army of offi-
cials from farming and other produective in-
dustry—nobody knows what the taxpayer
has to pay for protection. We are begin-
ning to see that one result of keeping the
sugar combine in Queensland going is that
all the firms manufacturing bye-produets
are going out of hnsiness in consequence of
the high price of sugar. Although my pro-
posed allernative would not overcome
all the diffieulties, I say that the sub-
sidising of needful industries would be
of far pgreater advantage to the. coun-
try than 13 the policy of protection
under which we are suffering to-day.
The mining industry is almost choked out of
existence by the tariff, and the pastoral in-
dustry has about reached the stage when only
big ecompanies, eombines or trusts ean afford
to undertake the development of stations. In-
direet taxation is so burdensome that all
forms of preduetion are heing driven into
the hands of comhines and trusts. In the
Meekatharra distriet there were three fami-
lies on different portions of a lease. To-day
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one company—and that not a local company
—is holding the whole of that property.
Every time the tariff has been increased
costs of production have mounted up and
demands have been made for inereased
wages, The has ecome an outery for
greater protection followed by still higher
costs, and so it continues in a vicious
cirele, like a dog trying te catch its own
tail. The best system would have been
to subsidise industries, and the taxpayers
would then have known what they were
paying to keep a particular indusiry alive
and what damage, if any, was being done
to other industries. Protection tends to
encourage the use of inefficient plant be-
cause, when the cosis of production go up,
manufaecturers have onlv to apply for in-
creased proteciion and so the use of obso-
lete machinery continues indefinitely. The
member for Fremantle (Mr. Sleeman) has
dealt with data that I had intended to use.

Mr. Sleeman: 1 am sare it was uninten-
tional,

Mr. MARSHALL: There is another mat-
ter to which I must refer, namely, the pay-
ments made by the State for the mainten-
ance of women and children left destitute as
a result of the loss of their breadwinners. I
might have touched on this matter when
speaking on migration because there is some
analogy hetween the two,

Mr. Sleeman: You are on a good tfack
now,

Mr. MARSHALL: After this the only
topic remaining to be dealt with will be the
Fremantle railway bridge. I have investi-
gated pretty fully the system of relief to
widows and children, and I am not bMaming
any particular Government for the existing
state of affairs.

1icut.-Colonel Denton called attention co
the state of the House.

[Bells rung and a quorum formed.]

Mr. MARSHALL: The inadequacy of the
maintenanee granted has been brought under
my notice by various people. The member
for Collie (Mr. Wilson) is acquainted with
one c¢ase. I am not blaming any particular
Government; if anyone is to blame it is the
Parliament, and if members desire to rectify
the trouble, it is within their power to do
s0. It is really callous on the part of the
State to grant such inadequate maintenanee
to children who have no one to protect them
in life. The other day I was informed, in
reply to a question, that the cost of main-
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(aining priseners in the Fremantle gaol is
1l1s. 1d. per week, and allowing for items
that would not apply to the maintenanee of
widows and children, that amount would be
reduced only siightly. When we remember
also thal the catering for an institution can
be eavried out much more cheaply than for
an individual, it shows how inhuman is the
treatment that Stale dependants are receiv-
ing at the hands of Parliament. The present
Government have liberalised the allowance to
dependants, but there are directions in which
I consider economies could be eiffected and
increased alloiments made to those people.
It is almost inhuman that when a family
have been lefl without a breadwinner we
should expect them to exist and be educated
and equipped for the battle of life on a
smaller amount than the allowanee for the
maintenance of prisoners. I would rather
spare expenditure in seme other direction
than ask those women and children to
maintain themselves on the paltry pittance
now granted them.

Mr. Sleeman interjected.

Mr, MARSHALL: The prisoners’ allow-
ance is according to regulation and doubt-
less is down to bedrock. I am sorry that
it becomes necessary to bring up this
maiter from time to time. The depart-
mental officers have an unenviable task, in
that they are brought face to face with so
many pathetic cases.

The Premier: I shall be able to inerease
the allowance this year.

Mr. MARSHALL: That being so, I shall
aot labour the point. I do not wish to harass
the (overnment; if anyone is respunsilie
it is Parliament. I intended to refer to the
forms of applieation, but after the Premier’s
announcement I shall not do so. There are
3,500 individuals dependent on the Govern-
ment and, if we cannot afford to feed and
equip them adequately, we ecannot expect
them to develop into good citizens of the
State.

The Premicr: In many cases we give an
allowance to the mothers,

Mr. MARSHALL: I know that., When
it comes to big families, they are on all
fours with other people who are working.

The Premier: Special cases are dealt
with,

Mr. MARSHALL:: The allowance of 9s.
is inadequate. This will be the last Addre=s-
in-reply debate before the next elections.
Before next session no doubt many of us
will have fallen by the way.

Mr. Mann: Don’t be pessimistic.
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Mr. MARSHALL: To-night I have hud
occasion lo speak straight to the Govern-
ment. On the whole, however, I am satis-
fied that the administration of the affairs «f
State has much improved during the last
two years. An improvement is also shown
in the character of the legislation foru-
shadowed. [ should say that practieally
every member of Parliament appreemtes the
faet that good solid, economic, and efficient
adminisiration has been the order of the day
during the life of the present Goverument.
I thank the Ministers for that legislation
which has proved beneficial to my =lei®rale,
and to the State as a whole,

On motion by Mr. Coverley, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 12.13 a.m. (Thursday).
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QUESTIONS (2)—ROADMAEKING.
Perth-Armadale Roed.

Hon. A. BURVILL asked the Chief Sec-
retary: 1, How much money has been allo-
cated to the Perth-Arinadale road durine the
last three years froin (a) Siate funds or
grants, (b) Commonwealth funds or grants?
2, What proportion of traffic fees has been
allocated o this road during the last three
vears? 3, How much was contributed by
loeal authorities?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1.
(a) £10,007 15s. in vear 1923-1924; (b
£30,000 in 1926. 2, For the past two years
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in which the traffie fees have been allocated,
the amount of £12,510 2¢. has been expended
on work outside of the City of Perth, 3,
The information is not recorded ih the
department.

Perth-I'remantle Road.

Hon. A. BURVILL asked the Chief See-
retary: 1, How much money has been spent
by the Government on reconstruction and
maintenance work on the Perth-Fremantle
road during the last 25 years? 2, How much
was contributed by local authorities?

The CHIEF SECRETARY veplied: 1,
£61,798 16s. 10d., and in addition £12,486
17s. 44. from the Tralfic Fees Trust Account.
2, The information is not recorded in the
department.

QUESTION—DENMARK MEDICAL
OFFICER.

Hon. A. BURVILL askedcthe Chief Sec-
retary: 1, Is he aware that the medical officer
at Denmark has definitelv refused to attend
group settlers” wives, when in a eritical posi-
tion, unless they are brought into the loeal
hospital? 2, Is he aware that the doctor
has refused to see female patients, in a deli-
cate state of health, on a Sunday when thev
have been conveyed in from the groups? 3.
If not, will he cause inquiries to be made as
1o the accuraey of these statements?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1
and 2, Complaints have been made to this
effect. 3, Independently of such complaints,
the medical practitioner resigned the posi-
tion of District Medical Officer as from 31st
July, and the resignation has heen accepted.
The doctor concerned remains at Denmark.
therefore, purely as a private practitioner.
who is not subjeet tn the aunthority of the
department.

QUESTION—EARBOURS, EXPEND]-
TURE AND REVENUE.

Hon. A. BURVILL asked the Chief Sa-.
retary: 1, What amounts have been ex-
pended in the construction of the harhours
of Fremantle, Albany, Geraldton. Bunhury.
Busselton and Esperance respectively, sinec
work was first started? 2, What were the
respective sums provided annually on the
Revenue and Ioan Estimates during sneh
periods? 3, What amounts still remain nn-
expended? 4, What is the annual nef rev-
enue derived from these ports?



